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Three Pillars introduces 
 new outreach program. 

See page 9.

     

Wisconsin Masonic Calendar
November 2020 
 
3        Middleton-Ionic Lodge No. 180, annual election of officers, 7:30 
p.m., regular meeting night. 
 
7        H.S. Baird No. 174, Sturgeon Bay, Holiday meal delivery to area 
shut-ins and needy families. Meal preparations, packaging and deliv-
ery 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact Bro. Geoff Pinney, 
golfinggap@yahoo.com. 
 
13-14  Washburn Lodge No 145, Charity Food Driveat Berkots Super 
Foods, 600 N. Lake Ave, Twin Lakes. Proceeds collected will be do-
nated to The Sharing Center of Wisconsin, and help feed those in 
need during the holiday season. All social distancing precautions will 
be taken. Donations can be made online at 
https://thesharingcenter.net/donate-now/. 
 
14      Scottish Rite, NMJ Virtual Reunion 8:00-10:30 a.m. - 4th De-
gree, 12th Degree, 29th Degree, and 31st Degree. Registration re-
quired at Reunion.SRNMJ.org using your Member Number. 
 
26      Reedsburg Lodge No. 79, Thanksgiving Dinner, serving at noon. 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions the dinner will be strictly carry out or 
delivery. See page 3. 
 
30      Wisconsin Council of Deliberation virtual meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 
December 2020 
 
10     Oregon Lodge No. 151, election of officers, oyster stew and chili 
dinner,  6 p.m. 
 
16     Scottish Rite Valley of Green Bay, Christmas Party, Beja Shrine 
Center, 5:30 p.m. 
 
February 2021 
 
27       Masonic Day of Light, Eau Claire Masonic Center. 
 
March 2021 
 
13       H.S. Baird No. 174, 86th Annual Steamboat Dinner, 31 S. 3rd 
Ave, Sturgeon Bay – drive up take out only this year!  $16.00 - Roast 
beef, turkey, baked beans, coleslaw, pie. Proceedsto help with N.E.W. 
community outreach. Contact Bro. Tom Pinney at  
tompinney@charter.net or 920-493-3727 for tickets or  more informa-
tion. 
 
 June 2021 
 
4-5      177th Annual Communication, Wisconsin Masonic Center.

Grand  
Lodge  
F. & A.M.  
of WI

www.twitter.com/WI_FreemasonsLike us on Facebook

Twitter

Giving Help When You Can 
In a book, Living Faithfully, J. Allen Blair tells of a 
man who was struggling to get to Grand Central Sta-
tion in New York City. The wind blew fiercely, and the 
rain beat down on him as he lugged his two heavy 
suitcases toward the terminal. Occasionally he 
would pause to rest and regain his strength before 
trudging on against the elements.  
At one point he was almost ready to collapse, when 
a man suddenly appeared by his side, took the suit-
cases, and said in a strangely familiar voice, "We're 
going the same way. You look as if you could use 
some help."  
When they had reached the shelter of the station, 
the weary traveler, the renowned educator Booker 
T. Washington, asked the man, "Please, sir, what is 
your name?"  
The man replied, "The name, my friend, is Roo-
sevelt. Teddy Roosevelt."  
(Theodore Roosevelt was a Harvard-educated 
scholar, a North Dakota cattle rancher, a politician 
and civil servant on the state and national levels, 
leader of the famed "Rough Riders" in the Spanish-
American War, Governor of New York, noted con-
servationist, Nobel Prize winner, and, of course 
President of the United States. He was also a 
Freemason, just "helping out" as Masons are taught 
to do.)

The Masonic Service Assosiation of North America 
Emessay Notes
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The Grand Master’s Message: 
By Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Wisconsin 

Brother Kenneth C. Gorgen

On Our Cover 

Wisconsin DeMolay is Preparing for their Centennial Celebration 
in 2022. They are reaching out to reconnect with all Senior De-
Molay members. Photo shows members of Wisconsin DeMolay 
during Sweetheart Weekend 2020 after initiating new members. 
See story on page 4. 
                                                               Submitted by Bro. Dakota Wells
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Hello My Brothers, 
“What if today, we were just grateful for everything?” — Charlie 
Brown 
    With Thanksgiving only a few weeks away, what if today or the 
next day and the day after that, we take a 
minute to reflect and be grateful for something 
if not everything. I believe it is time for us, as 
the ritual admonishes, to “enjoy the happy re-
flections of a well spent life.” So, I encourage 
you to sit back and relax and ask yourself, 
“What if today we were just grateful and thank-
ful for everything?” 
    Thanksgiving is not just an American holi-
day, but also a national holiday celebrated on 
assorted dates in many countries of the world. 
It began as a day of giving thanks and sacrifice 
for the blessing of the harvest and of the pre-
ceding year. It is important because it's a posi-
tive holiday where we celebrate gratitude. 
Gratitude for having a wonderful family, real 
live friends (not the one’s on Facebook), Ma-
sonic brothers, and the blessings bestowed on 
us by our Great Creator. It's a holiday that's 
perfect for keeping memories of loved ones in our heart whether 
they are with us or have passed on, and for sharing those embar-
rassing family moments for all to laugh at. 
     What about gratitude for our beloved Fraternity and all those 
that lead, teach, mentor, and make things happen which are too 
many to name? I have real friends all over the world because of 
Freemasonry and I am thankful for that. There are many fond mem-
ories of past days in lodge and of the many more to come. I am 
also grateful that over three hundred years ago our historical broth-
ers took the work of the ancients and gave it more life in the ren-
aissance era in order to give every man the opportunity to become 
a better man and to give every man his just due without distinction. 
    At Thanksgiving it is natural to think of harvesting the crops in 
the field and enjoying the fruits of our labors, but for the Fraternity 
we also need to use the toils of our labor to harvest that crop of 
good men who are out there looking for more in life. These men 
who are strangers to our beloved Craft are ready to make the jump 
from darkness into light. They are ready to knock on that inner 
door of their soul and evaluate their own worthiness. They have 
begun to realize that their daily “nine to five” routine is not enough 
to satisfy a deep yearning to take part in a journey or quest to fulfill 
a need they do not yet understand. Would it surprise you that 85% 
of our new members come for friendship, curiosity, and wanting to 
make a difference in their lives and their communities? We need to 
harvest them. I am grateful that our beloved Craft has the tools and 
the men necessary to satisfy that need and prepare them for the 
journey to light. 
    Louis L’Amour. a noted author who lived on the ever-changing 
American frontier in the late 1880’s once said, “There will come a 
time when you believe everything is finished, that will be the begin-
ning. There are never any endings, only beginnings.” In this train 
wreck of 2020, we might not be able to apply all the tools of our 
trade, but the promise of the future to bring men to enjoy the trans-
formation of “good to better” is still out there for us to act upon, 
and I am thankful for that. 
    So, as we approach Thanksgiving this year, be enthusiastic and 
grateful for the opportunity to meet the challenges of our ever-
changing frontier. Look for opportunities in our current situation 
called the new normal and never lose faith in the promises of the 
future. Let us set our sights on being grateful for our friends, family, 
Fraternity, and all the blessings bestowed upon us by the Grand Ar-
chitect. Take a brief moment right now; close your eyes, take a 
deep breath, clear your mind of all thoughts, and ask yourself, 
“What if today, I was just grateful for everything?” 
 
Fraternally 
Brother Kenneth Gorgen 
Grand Master 

Grand Master 
Kenneth C. Gorgen

New email address for The Wisconsin Masonic Journal

wmjeditor@wimasons.org

Elections and Installations
   Elections and installations must 
be scheduled if your lodge is elect-
ing new officers. The elections 
and installations must be con-
ducted in compliance with State 
and Local COVID-19 regulations 

and Grand Master Kenneth C. 
Gorgen’s edicts. 
    If a lodge is electing new offi-
cers, the members must meet in 
person to conduct an election. 
This cannot be done virtually. 

    If the lodge’s elected officers are 
staying in their offices for 2021 
an election and installation are not 
necessary. New appointed officers 
can be installed by the Master of 
the lodge, virtually if necessary. 
    If you need to elect a trustee or 
trustees only, you may meet in 
person and hold an election or 
Masonic Code permits the Master 
of a lodge to fill a vacancy by ap-
pointment until such time as an 
election can be held. 
    Lodges needing help or clarifi-
cation should contact their District 
Deputy Grand Masters.

Entered Apprentice  
Degrees 

 can now be conferred in lodges. 
 
Your District Deputy Grand Master must be informed. 
He will provide the necessaey guidelines for the Degree. 
 

A member of your District Team must be present.

Dealing with COVID-19 to Keep Brothers  
Safe, Dominated Grand Lodge Staff Meeting
By Rich Rygh 
    Oshkosh, Wis., at the time 
being listed as one of the top cities 
in the U.S. for COVID-19 cases, 
caused the Grand Lodge Staff 

Meeting scheduled there for Oct. 
9-11 to be changed over to a vir-
tual Zoom meeting. 
    Grand Master Kenneth C. Gor-
gen opened the meeting on Oct. 
9, followed by a prayer from 
Grand Chaplain David O. Leistra, 
the Pledge of Allegiance by Grand 
Marshal Michael A. Gorgen and 
Past Grand Master Robert C. 
Strader presented the Toast to the 
Flag. 
    Grand Secretary Michael A. De-
Wolf, PGM, who was celebrating 
his birthday that day, had the 
“pleasure” of the Brothers singing 
happy birthday to him. He was 
wearing a coonskin cap, which 
was popular when he was born, 
given to him by the Grand Lodge 
Ladies. 
    Grand Treasurer Jeffrey L. Bry-
den gave a Treasurers report on 
the Grand Lodge finances. He 
stated this being a very unusual 
year. Due to the COVID-19 the 
expense side has been effected in 
a positive way due to Annual 
Communication and many events 
being cancelled. Very little has 
been spent on mileage costs, 
food, hotels and events. Invest-
ment income is down. We are 
ahead on the income side. The 
Grand Treasurer said we are on 
schedule on the expense side. We 
are considerably under budget. 
    District 7 Deputy Grand Master 
Matthew H. Ivens manages the 
leads coming in through the web-

site. He said there were 61 leads 
since Sept 1, 2020. Most coming 
from Districts 7 and 12. He stated 
the membership team is focused 
on making sure the leads are han-

dled as soon as possi-
ble and do not get 
dropped. Senior 
Grand Warden Paul 
T. Tourville said in the 
past his experience 
was about 17 per cent 
of the leads actually 
sign a petition. 
    The officers went 
into breakout groups 
consisting of Execu-
tive Committee, Long 
Range Planning Com-
mittee and District 
Deputy Grand Mas-
ters. 
    In closing the meet-
ing on Friday, Grand 
Master Gorgen 
thanked Grand Secre-
tary Michael A. De-

Wolf, PGM, for all the work he 
has done in converting the meet-
ing over to virtual at the last 
minute. 
    The Saturday session opened 
with a prayer by Grand Chaplain 
Leistra. 
    The Grand Master answered 

questions about the COVID-19 
Edict. 
He said he is not planning on 
doing another lodge shutdown. 
He felt the lodges were following 
the necessary guidelines and he 
was confident we are safe at this 
time. He is leaving whether to 
meet in person or not up to the 
individual lodges.  
    The Grand Master stated if the 
officers of the lodge are staying in 
their positions for the following 
year, an election and installation 
are not necessary. 
    EA Degrees can take place at 
this time following the Grand Mas-
ter’s guidelines with the permis-
sion of your District Deputy. A 
District officer must be present.  
    The Grand Master stated, as 
per his edict, our lodges will follow 
federal, state and local laws and 
then the Grand Master’s Edict. 
    District 12 Deputy Jeffrey S. 
Thiele gave a very informative talk 
on properly vetting a candidate. 
The importance of getting ade-
quate information up front to per-
mit a proper background search 
and asking the right questions. 
   The Grand Master stated, “The 
job of Freemasonry is not rehabil-

Grand Master Kenneth C. Gorgen runs 
the meeting on Grand Secretary Michael 
A. DeWolf’s computer after a minor 
glitch.

District 12 Deputy Jeffrey S. Thiele gives a very informative 
talk on properly vetting a candidate.

See Staff Meeting on page 12
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Thoughts for the Journey    
By Reverend David O. Leistra, Grand Chaplain

Grand Chaplain David O. Leistra can be reached at  
grand_chaplain@wimasons.org or 920-818-1041.

Directory of Grand Lodge Officers & Contacts
Grand Master 

Kenneth C. Gorgen (307) 
Cell 262-501-1879 

ken.gorgen@wimasons.org 
 

Deputy Grand Master 
Gary L. Stang (351) 

715-864-6813 
gary.stang@wimasons.org 

 
Senior Grand Warden 

Paul T. Trouville (60) 
414-659-5205 

paul.tourville@wimasons.org 
 

Junior Grand Warden 
David R. Ritchie (64) 

608-776-2698 
dave.ritchie@wimasons.org 

 
Grand Treasurer 
Jeffrey L. Bryden (95) 

414-491-5664 
grandtreasurer@wimasons.org 

 
Grand Secretary 

Michael A. DeWolf, PGM (267) 
 414-316-0210 

G.L. 262-965-2200 Ext. 807 
grandsecwi@wimasons.org 

 
Grand Chaplain 
David O. Leistra (174) 

920-818-1041 
grand_chaplain@wimasons.org 

 
Grand Lecturer 

Patrick D. Cholka (301) 
414-254-5543 

grand_lecturer@wimasons.org 
 

Senior Grand Deacon 
Thomas W. Stevens (112) 

715-579-8949 
tom.stevens@wimasons.orgg 

Grand Lodge  
Office 

Grand Lodge F. & A. M. of Wisconsin 
36275 Sunset Dr.  

Dousman, WI 53118 
262-965-2200 

Fax: 262-965-4211  
Grand Secretary: 

Michael A. DeWolf, PGM  
Ext. 201 

grandsecwi@wimasons.org 
   

Membership Support:   
Cheryl Martin - Ext. 200  

cheryl@wimasons.org  
Erika Miller - Ext. 203 
erika@wimasons.org  

Christina Jester - Ext. 204 
christina@wimasons.org 

 

Wisconsin Masonic 
Journal  

Richard A. Rygh, Editor   
262-965-2200 Ext. 209  

wmjeditor@wimasons.org 
 

David R. Ritchie, Ass’t. Editor   
608-482-3552  

hickorysprings@gmail.com 
 

Diane Igl, Ad Manager  
diane@wimasons.org 

262-965-3979 
36275 Sunset Dr.,  

Dousman, WI 53118

District 4 
Christian M. Hirthe (322) 

920-840-3666 
christian.hirthe@kcc.com 

 
District 5 

Jacob R. Schultz (190) 
(608) 778-5610 

jacobrschultz@gmail.com 
 

District 6 
James R. Giese (128) 

715-213-6326 
jgiese@wctc.net 

 
District 7 

Matthew H. Ivens (325) 
608-212-9053 

mivens@gmail.com 
 

District 8 
Daniel C. Brylla (79) 

940-231-9818 
dcb0003@gmail.com 

 
District 9 

Derek M. Henze (57) 
262-473-9585 

derekhenze@gmail.com 
 

District 10 
Charles L. Smith (167) 

920-540-4756 
 clsmith3535@gmail.com 

 
District 11 

Christopher M. Luedke  (37) 
262-490-3330 

gaelicfire@gmail.com 
 

District 12 
Jeffrey S. Thiele (189) 

414-530-0607 
ddgm12@wimasons.org 

Junior Grand Deacon 
Jeffrey S. Schoenfeldt (319) 

608-609-1447 
jeff.schoenfeldt@wimasons.org  

Senior Grand Steward 
Craig J. Froelich (9) 

608-258-8814 
craig.froelich@wimasons.org 

 
Junior Grand Steward 

Dennis J. Krahn (145) 
262-716-6110 

denny.krahn@wimasons.org   
Grand Marshal 

Michael A. Gorgen (307) 
262-820-0812 

grand_marshal@wimasons.org 
 

Grand Orator 
Jerry A. Reick (363) 

414-335-2558 
grand_orator@wimasons.org 

 
Grand Tiler 

Thomas A. Schlicht (307) 
414-852-3214 

grand_tiler@wimasons.org 
  

District Deputy  
Grand Masters  

District  1  
Dennis M. Schultz (329) 

(715) 394-5620 
 superiorschultz@gmail.com 

 
District 2 

Earl Gunderson (192) 
715-495-5763 

e.g.badger@hotmail.com 
 

District 3 
Jacob W. Seever (130) 

715-218-7046  
JWSeever@gmail.com 

Wisconsin Masonic Journal 
new email address 

wmjeditor@wimasons.org

Brethren, 
    As a young man and father in the mid-1980s I decided I wanted 
to follow my grandfather into Freemasonry. I really did not know 
anything about the fraternity other than in my eyes my grandfather 
was a great man who kept his Shriner Fez on 
the TV. I was attracted to the sense of mystery 
that the lodge represented. The idea that men 
would come together a couple of times a month 
and practice ancient rituals that were about 
equality and striving to live a more ethical life, 
and who supported each other in doing so is 
what has kept me involved. 
    Even in the many years when we were rais-
ing our five boys and I was working and attend-
ing to my education and time for lodge was 
non-existent I still thought of myself as being a 
Mason. It is a matter of identity that I learned 
early on that either you got, or you did not. We 
all have our own story of how we became a Mason. Most common 
are those who had an older male in their lives who was a Mason 
and who had been a positive influence on them. There too are those 
pulled in by the mystery and antiquity of Freemasonry. The movies 
may have helped in that regard, but they also did a great deal of 
damage as well. It created a romance about the fraternity that does 
not last. What is mysterious is only so until its not and becomes 
commonplace. Religious organizations have discovered this to their 
own determent.  
    Times have changed in some dramatic ways since I first entered 
a lodge and yes, the messaging of our fraternity must change with 
them. However, what must not be lost is what has caused our fra-
ternity to have survived through the shifting sands of culture over 
the centuries. It is and always has been, as it is in the church, all 
about relationships. Not business relationships as many think is true 
even in the church, but relationships that are based in the founda-
tional ideals of our fraternity, in older language “brotherly love,” 
which simply put means a relationship based on respect, friendship, 
and affection. We too uphold the importance of honor, fidelity, and 
valor; those are old words too and their meaning has failed to be 
passed on to too many young men coming to age in the late 20th 
and early 21st century. 
    Yes, business is not as usual in the fraternity or the church, how-
ever that which defines both is the same in my mind, the truths we 
have inherited from past generations. I will continue to believe in 
God and my Savior and trust in the same until my last breath and 
beyond. I will continue to gather on the level with my Brothers until 
old age prevents it or my life ends. I count myself blessed to be a 
Christian and a Mason, in that order.  
   Thanksgiving is a day to reflect on those things that make our life 
meaningful. It is a time, as they say to “count our blessings.” Among 
those people and things I will be thankful to God for this Thanks-
giving is all of you, our Brothers throughout the world, and for the 
traditions that help me understand who I am. 
    In gratitude and with thanksgiving,  
    W.B. David O. Leistra         

Grand Chaplain 
David O. Leistra 

Colonial Pubs Roll in Formation 
On American Masonry is Topic 

By Bro. Dave Ritchie 
    The District 5 district meeting, 
lead by District 5 Deputy Grand 
Master Jacob R. Schultz, was a 

meeting of new and old ideas. 
Brothers from across District 5 
and the state joined together for 
the evening via Zoom. Bro. Matt 
Brigson spoke on “A New Per-
ception on Leadership.” He cited 
the use of the 24-inch gauge and 
even meditation to keep leaders 
fresh while empowering future 
leaders to take on challenges even 
if it means failing. Failure being 
how we learn and empowering 
leaders today will inspire the lead-
ership of tomorrow. 
    After some housekeeping re-
minders. RWBro. Robert Johnson 
from the Grand Lodge of Illinois, 
and speaker on the “Whence 
Came You “ podcast, gave a pres-
entation intitled “The Masonic 
Pub Crawl.” His presentation fo-
cused on the roll that Colonial 
Pubs had on the formation of 

District 5 Deputy Grand Mas-
ter Jacob R. Schultz runs the 
District 5 Fall Meeting.

When you become a Shriner you become part of a brotherhood of men committed to family, 
engaged in ongoing personal growth, and dedicated to providing care for children in need.
Becoming a Shriner is easier than you think and its rewards can be far more than you expect. 
Take the first step, visit our website       .

Shriners believe in you.

American Masonry. He gave the 
history and Masonic significance 
of numerous taverns and pubs 
throughout the Colonies.  
     Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Kenneth C. Gorgen completed 
the meeting with his thoughts and 
an update of our current situation 
concerning COVID.  

Attention  
Secretaries

   Please enter your new En-
tered Apprentice degree 
dates in MORI as soon as 
the degree is conferred.   
   When that date is entered 
he will begin receiving his 
Wisconsin Masonic Journal.
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From Ronda Pedley  
Easy Clam Chowder  
    2 10.75 ounce cans of potato soup 
    2 soup cans of milk (use above cans) 
    8 ounces of cream cheese 
    2 6.5 ounce cans of clams (don’t drain) 
   ½ cup diced onion 
    6 slices of bacon – cooked and crumbled.  
    I like to sweat the onions in the microwave to par cook them.  
    Add all ingredients in to a crockpot on low for 3-4 hours until 
cream cheese has melted and soup is hot.  
    You can garnish with extra crumbled bacon and maybe some 
shredded cheese. 

If you have a recipe you would like to share,  
email it to wmjeditor@wimasons.org

 

NOTES FROM THE GRAND LECTURER  
By Brother Patrick D. Cholka

Feedback and questions are always welcome.  
Contact Grand Lecturer Patrick D.Cholka at  

grand_lecturer@wimasons.org

Greetings Brethren, 
    Using these articles to communicate with you is truly one of the 
greatest opportunities I have. Every month I look forward to what 
I am going to write: how I can inspire you to learn more about the 
ritual. Hopefully, I can inspire you to begin, or 
continue, down the path of obtaining your 
Proficiency card, or maybe I can simply inspire 
you to think of something related to our ritual 
differently than you had before. 
    Sometimes, however, even though there 
are countless topics to write about, I have a 
difficult time coming up with one that enables 
me to share my thoughts on ‘why’ something 
is in the ritual or ‘why’ we do something the 
way we do. This month, my inspiration came 
from District Lecturer Erwin Wuehr. 
    In the second section of the Master Mason 
degree, the three ruffians are seeking to make 
their escape out of the country and they tell 
the Seafaring man they are hoping to gain a 
passage to Ethiopia. There a number of questions this raises. Per-
haps the first question is if it is even feasible to travel by boat from 
Joppa to Ethiopia. I am not going to delve into that here. RWBro. 
Dave Ritchie wrote a wonderful paper for the Masonic Study Series 
in 2016 titled The Tale of the Seafaring Man that discusses this 
topic in depth. I encourage anyone who wants to learn more on 
the topic to check it out (it can be found on the Grand Lodge web-
site under Masonic Education). 
    The question WBro. Wuehr suggested I explore is ‘why’ Ethiopia. 
As I believe most things have been placed in our ritual with a pur-
pose in mind I thought it is a fitting topic. Though RWBro. Ritchie 
touched on this aspect in his paper, and while I could not locate 
anything in the ritual that provided an answer and my search 
through my usual resources came up equally empty, I did find a 
couple of papers that sought to answer that same question. 
    In my research I read many papers and none of them provided 
me with one single reason for its specific inclusion in our ritual. 
From these sources I was able to piece some things together that 
to me provides a sufficient answer. First we need to consider that 
in Solomon’s time Ethiopia was one of the furthest reaches of the 
known world. It was a melting pot of sorts where people of many 
races, cultures and religions would gather. Seemingly an easy place 
for three criminals to disappear if they were so inclined.  
    To complete the picture I believe we need to consider the sym-
bolism of the ruffians. Mackey, in his Symbolism of Freemasonry, 
pointed out that Hiram Abiff is the Masonic symbol of human na-
ture and the Temple of Solomon the symbol of the world and its 
builder is the symbol of man. Mackey also points out that man 
meets at least three obstacles that could affect his character and 
moral growth. These are the “Temptations that allure his youth, 
misfortunes that darken the pathway of his manhood, and that his 
old age is encumbered with infirmity and disease”. 
    It stands to reason then that the ruffians themselves symbolize 
those things that could derail man’s progress towards living a moral 
life filled with virtue. Several Masonic Scholars have different names 
and descriptions for these afflictions but perhaps Brother Joseph 
Fort Newton said it the most succinctly when he characterized the 
ruffians as: “none other than the symbols of those lusts and pas-
sions which welch in our own breasts, or in the breasts of others, 
make war on our characters and our lives,”  . . .  “the enemies to 
be feared by the soul are from within, and are nothing other than 
its own ignorance, lust, passions and sins.” 
    With a picture of Ethiopia at the time and an understanding of 
what the ruffians themselves may symbolize, one can conclude that 
Ethiopia, with its melting pot of cultures, is not only an appropriate 
place for the criminals of our allegory to hide, but it also appears 
to be a symbol of that place in every man’s mind where those 
things which could so easily undo all progress we have made on 
shaping our ashlar lurk. Not unlike the clefts of the rocks. Be wary 
then, my Brothers, of these obstacles so that we may prevent them 
from slowing our progress in becoming better versions of ourselves  
Fraternally, 
Patrick Cholka – Grand Lecturer  

Grand Lecturer 
Patrick D. Cholka
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Family Owned and Operated Camp Douglas Hunter’s 
Raffle Tickets for Sale
   Hunter’s and friends can still 
take advantage of Camp Douglas 
Lodge No. 272’s gun raffles even 
with the COVID-19 restrictions. 
   This year the annual Hunter’s 
Night has been cancelled but the 
Lodge will be selling tickets for a 
24 gun safe, a rifle, a shotgun and 
two handguns.  
    There will be 500 tickets sold 
at $20 each. Tickets are going on 
sale now. 
    The drawing will be June 1, 
2021 with proceeds going to 
Camp Douglas elementary 
schools, high school scholarships 
and the Camp Douglas Fire De-
partment. 
     More information will be com-

ing in upcoming Wisconsin Ma-
sonic Journals. 
    Contact Bro. Wade Parker at 
608-343-0592 or Chuck Huff-
man at 608-315-0056.

Visit the 

Wisconsin 
 Square  
Store  

www.wisc-freemasonry.org

Reedsburg Lodge to Host 34th  
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
   The tradition continues on 
Thurs., Nov. 26, Thanksgiving 
Day at noon. The dinner is avail-
able to any senior citizen regard-
less of age or circumstance.  
    This year however, due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions the dinner 
will be strictly carry out or delivery, 
“dine in” dinner will not be avail-
able as in the past years 

   The menu will consist of ham, 
turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, cranberries, as well as 
all the trimmings, including home 
made pies.  
    There is never any cost. The 
only requirement is an advance 
reservation. Call Bro. Eben Chris-
tensen to place your reservation  
at 608-381-0103. 

“Effects of Isolation on People” is Topic of  
Virtual District 2 Meeting, Over 80 Attend
By Bro. Dave Ritchie  
    Over 80 Brothers meet via 
zoom for the District 2 fall district 
meeting. The meeting was 
opened by DDGM Earl Gunder-
son and members of the District 2 
leadership team. The first speaker 
was District Lecturer Frank During 
talking about the need for good 
mentors. “Good mentors make 
good members.” He also stressed 
the need for both practice and re-
hearsals for the ritual. He recom-
mended as much practice as 
possible, even citing that through 
his practice, his dog has received 
the degrees many times. The em-
phasis was not on how to practice 
but more on the emphasis to prac-
tice and then as a lodge rehearse 
the degrees. 
    The next section of the meeting 
shifted to the timely topic of the 
effects of isolation on people. A 
panel of three clergy who deal 
with the issue spoke. Grand Chap-

lain David O. Leistra spoke first, 
warning that depression and iso-
lation will become worse as au-

tumn moves into winter. All the 
speakers agreed that alcoholism, 
depression, and suicide were on 
the rise on a massive scale. Rev. 
Darryl Kyle, a Brother of Acacia-
Itasca Lodge, who serves as both 
a military Chaplain and church 
pastor spoke on how isolation ef-
fects those in the military and 
what he has seen in the civilian 
population as well. Rev. Amelia 
Houdek, a small-town pastor, 
spoke on the importance of 
reaching out to those who may 
feel isolated. The panel agreed 
that with the fraying of social con-
nections and family membership, 
at home work environment, and a 
don’t talk to strangers mentality, 
that feelings of isolation and de-
pression have been on the rise for 
a while, the COVID crisis has just 
increased the speed at which it 
was growing. 
  The meeting was opened for dis-
cussion and questions. An im-
promptu, but interesting and 
educational, talk on depression 
and suicide arose with the three-
person panel leading the talk. The 
meeting was closed with remarks 
by Grand Master Kenneth C. Gor-
gen.  
   Those who attended the meet-
ing agreed the panel not only in-
formed us about a dark and 
depressing subject but also was 
uplifting because as Masons the 
tenets of Brotherly Love and Re-
lief can be used to help those who 
are feeling isolated and alone. 

Reverend Bro. Darryl Kyle describes how isolation effects 
those in the military and what he has seen in the civilian pop-
ulation as well.

Attention  
Secretaries: 

Please enter your  
Certificate of Election into 

MORI as soon as your  
officers are elected.
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Call: 262.975.2200 
secretary.wioes@gmail.com

All Master Masons and their female relatives are eligible to join.

I joined Eastern Star, 
come & serve with me.

I want to thank all 

veterans for their service 

to our country.  I would be 

proud to be of service to a 

veteran if she or he needs 

me and I can be helpful

~ PEYTON

    
 THE GENTLEMAN IN THE ROOM  

By Junior Grand Warden David R. Ritchie

Feedback and questions are always welcome.  
Contact Junior Grand Warden David R. Ritchie at  

dave.ritchie@wimasons.org

Wisconsin DeMolay is Preparing for 
Centennial Celebration in 2022 
By Bro. Dakota Wells 
    To reach the one-hundred-year 
mark for any organization is a 
large feat, one that should be 
commended and, more impor-
tantly, celebrated!  The members 
of Wisconsin DeMolay are ap-
proaching that one-hundred-year 

mark and we couldn’t be more ex-
cited to share it with our Masonic 
Family.   
    In 2022, Wisconsin DeMolay 
will be celebrating our legacy as 
we hold our Centennial Celebra-
tion. Expect multiple events 
marked throughout the latter half 

of 2021 and 2022, especially our 
Sweetheart Weekend set for early 
February 2022. More information 
on how the celebration events will 
occur will be coming out in the fu-
ture so make sure your calendars 
are marked! 
    One of our biggest goals for our 
centennial will be to reconnect 
with all of our past membership.  
Wisconsin DeMolay will be reach-
ing out to all Senior DeMolay 
members to make sure that you 
are invited to participate in this 
grand celebration. Without our 
Senior DeMolays who worked 
tirelessly to grow this organization 
in Wisconsin, we wouldn’t be here 
celebrating our one-hundred-
years.   
    Come together and enjoy old 
memories with friends at our re-
unions and help teach the young 
men of today what it truly means 
to be a DeMolay. We are asking 
all Senior DeMolays to please fill 
out and update all of their contact 
information so we can make sure 
that you receive your proper in-
vites! 
    Please  email  Dad  Dakota 
Wells, Operations Coordinator, to 
get your contact information up-
dated.  
Email: 
Operations@widemolay.org

    “Who am I to judge?” “We shouldn’t judge others.” “Don’t be so 
judgmental.” “Don’t the Holy Writings say, Judge not . . . ” At some 
point society decreed that judging others was wrong. Yet judging oth-
ers protects ourself and those we care about. 
From prehistoric times on we had to make snap 
decisions on whether or not that other person 
was a threat. Does a person give off signs of 
good health, calmness, and gentleness or does 
he seem dirty, abusive, maybe violent? We look 
for clue in to a person’s nature and demeaner. 
The way they walk, the way they carry them-
selves, their speech, their manners, the way 
they dress, all of these are clues to who that 
person is. 
    The Holy Writings do say “Judge not”, but 
there is more to that line. “Judge not lest ye be 
judged” In other words judge others as you 
would want to be judged. Are you willing to 
stand in the same crucible as those whom you 
are judging? As Masons we do a lot of judging. 
Judging or being judged can be positive. Who wouldn’t want to be 
judged wise or attractive? Aren’t most of us striving to be judged a 
Gentleman?  
    Judging others is important in Masonry. We judge a man worthy 
of our friendship. If worthy then a petition. We send an interview 
committee to talk with them and form a judgement or recommen-
dation to the lodge. The lodge then casts their ballots once again 
judging the merit of the individual. At the beginning of each degree 
he is again shown to all members of the lodge but, only after the 
Master of the Lodge judges that he made suitable proficiency. 
    We as Masons are constantly judging ourselves. We may call it 
circumspection or self-evaluation or any number of other things but 
many of our working tools are used to make judgements of our 
selves. Did I act by the square of virtue? Do I stand by the plumb? 
Do I live my life according to the lesson of the 24-inch gauge? These 
are all instruments used to measure and assess achievement or fail-
ure. These are the instruments used to measure parts of our charac-
ter. These then allow us to judge others a bit more fairly. How can I 
judge another’s life if my 24-inch gauge is out of balance? Can I 
judge another man’s actions if mine do not test square when applied 
against virtue? Can I fairly deem a man unworthy by his speech if 
mine is filled with profanity? 
      As a Gentleman you are expected to make judgements and have 
opinions. As a Mason you are expected to be able to judge who is a 
“Good Man.” By becoming men of character, we become judges of 
character. We are taught to throw out the things that might bias us. 
We are taught it is the internal and not the external that qualifies a 
man. We look at a man’s actions and not his clothing or his check 
book. Is he going to uphold, brotherly love, relief, truth, honor? What 
is his character? From our earliest days in lodge we are taught not 
to judge a man by the color of his skin, his religion, or politics. 
     Through the use of our working tools and remembering the les-
sons taught we can guard against hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is what gives 
being judgmental a bad name. When we judge unfairly or irrationally, 
when we judge from prejudice or pride then we fail.  
      I  hope  throughout  life to meet men that I can judge as good. 
Men that I and my Brothers can deem worthy to be taken by the 
right hand. Men who will live their obligation. Men whom I judge as 
trustworthy. 
      I am glad someone judged me. They judged me worthy of that 
petition. They judged me worthy of receiving the degrees and then 
judged me as having made suitable proficiency. I hope the man on 
the street judges me a man of pure intent, and good character. I hope 
the man on the street can see and will judge me a gentleman, a cut 
above. I hope the world can judge me by my actions and know that 
I am a Mason and proclaim me a good man.  

Bro. David R. 
Ritchie 

Senior Grand Deacon

PGM Moore is 50 year Mason
Past Grand Master Robert E. Moore (right) receives his 50 year Masonic 
certificate from Bro. Gary Ebert, Senior Warden of Waukesha Lodge 
No. 37. Bro. Moore was raised on June 8, 1970. He served as Master 
of his Lodge in 1975 and served the Masons of Wisconsin as Grand 
Master in 1989. 
                                                                         Submitted by Bro. Gary Ebert
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EXPANDING OUR MASONIC KNOWLEDGE  
By Grand Orator Jerry A. Reick

Feedback and questions are always welcome.  
Contact Grand Orator Jerry A. Reick at  

grand_orator@wimasons.org

Acts of Kindness Grants Can Make a Difference

Mary’s Park location for Wills Park Playground Area in New Richmond. 
Photo courtesy of City of New Richmond

Scott at North Star Lodge to work 
on a successful ‘Acts of Kindness’ 
matching grant, which was ap-
proved this past May.  Now, the 
project is moving forward. Young-
sters in the New Richmond area 
who deserve the opportunity to 
have fun outdoors will be able to 
enjoy it. This Acts of Kindness 
grant got them off to a good start. 
    If you don’t think our efforts to 
make life better for our friends and 
neighbors through Acts of Kind-
ness make a difference, think 
again! They do and you, in coop-
eration with your Wisconsin Ma-
sonic Foundation make it all 
possible.

By Bro. Gary Beier 
Executive Director 
Wisconsin Masonic Foundation 
   The town of New Richmond 
Wisconsin has been exploring the 
concept of creating an inclusive 
playground area for youngsters 
within its park system complex for 
better than three years. At its De-
cember 2017 meeting, the New 
Richmond Park Board unani-
mously approved locating this 
project as a universal play area 
within their Mary’s Park complex 
to be named Wills Park. 
    The Wills Park plan is set to in-
clude special play surfaces, sen-
sory panels, assistive hand rails for 

kids who need help with mobility 
issues and accessible restrooms. 
The next step in the process is 
funding. That’s where the Wiscon-
sin Masonic Foundation and the 
local Masonic Lodge come in. 
    This  year,  the  Foundation  in 
conjunction with North Star 
Lodge, located in the New Rich-
mond area, came up with the first 
matching grant to support the 
Wills Park effort. The Curtiss An-
derson family of New Richmond, 
led by Elaine and Grandson Scott 
got behind the project. Elaine has 
been a strong supporter of the 
Wisconsin Masonic Foundation 
and, with our help, encouraged 

Greetings Brethren, 
   This month I’ve included an interesting article from a Brother in 
Idaho. We often just think of Masonry in Wis. or our backyards. This 
is a great illustration that we all share a common theme and that 
Mason are Masons whenever you go.The 
sources for this article includes a number of 
short talk bulletins. Enjoy!  
Themes of Freemasonry Why it Works 

by Sir Knight Kerry A. Shirts  
Joseph Fort Newton noted many years ago 
that Masonic history is not only about learning 
the past but continuing to search because 
things get overlooked. Back in his day, he 
brought it up to date with this comment:  
"But we must also make research into the pres-
ent meaning, power, and application of 
Freemasonry the better to know what our great 
order of builders ought to do and can do for the 
making of a greater and better America. The 
philanthropies of the Craft are munificent and its opportunities are 
magnificent!"1  
He focused on America, which is what the majority of Freemasons 
in America do naturally, but it applies to a world setting as well. 
How this works is interestingly pointed out in The Short Talk Bul-
letin for May 1925.  
"Freemasonry is not a thing; it is not an organization, a system of 
men and officers, of lodges and Grand Lodges. The organization, 
the system, the men, the officers, and the Grand Lodges are but 
the vehicle through which Freemasonry expresses itself. A man 
might be the sole inhabitant of a lonely land where there was no 
brother, no Lodge, no Grand Lodge, no dues, and no Masonic work 
to do and yet carry Freemasonry in his heart. If there were two in 
that lonely land, Freemasonry could find a way to express itself, for 
Freemasonry is coin of the heart and therefore can only be paid to 
the heart. What you can do for Freemasonry then is largely what 
you can do for your own and for your brother's heart."2  
I was asked recently why on earth I had joined Freemasonry. "What 
on earth were you thinking Shirts?" I responded to the question by 
saying that we have two choices in life. You can choose to hang out 
with the bad gangs, or you can choose to hang out with the good 
ones. I chose the good ones, because I really do enjoy being happy; 
working to help others; making lives better, more meaningful, and 
more fulfilled; and sharing happiness, light, and knowledge. It's that 
simple. Freemasonry is not an office, a prestige to wear lightly, 
being given honors to flaunt to the world, but it is a work. It is an 
internal work and attitude to determine to make oneself better and 
to share that betterment with others in a loving, kind, peaceful, and 
good way. It does not exist so that one can receive compensation 
and glory, but so that one can be good for goodness sake and be 
helpful, kind, and loving, because that is one's nature.  
"Freemasonry is not magic; it is moral science. In the Lodge we are 
taught that we must learn the way and will of God, not in order to 
use Him for our ends but the better to be used by Him for His ends. 
The difference may seem slight at first, but it is really the difference 
between a true and false faith, between religion and superstition. 
Much of the religion of today is sheer superstition in which magic 
takes the place of morals. In Masonry, morality has first place, and 
no religion is valid without it. As might be expected, a Rite so old, 
so universal, so profoundly simple, has had many meanings read 
into it. The more the better. A great teacher said of the Bible, 'the 
more meanings we find in it the richer we are.' Some find in this 
old and simple Rite a parable of the history of Masonry itself which 
had its origin in the East and journeyed to the West, bringing the 
oldest wisdom of the world to bless and guide the newest lands."3 
 
The mixing of ideas from all over the world, it seems to me, has 
benefitted the world. Our communications capabilities today have 
given the world vast opportunities to learn what they never could 
have learned a mere seventy years ago. Rather than feeling threat-
ened by the ideas, if one adjusts one's thinking to gaining a broader 
context, a more sure word of life as it were, one can benefit greatly 
from this sharing of technology, knowledge, and cultures. This is 
one of, if not the greatest, power of Freemasonry. All come together 
alike as brothers no matter what religion, race, or creed. As Illustri-
ous Brother Frederick H. Stevens noted, "Those who have dreams 
or visions without a definite plan are often failures; those whose 
minds change like the wind will never receive plaudits as successful 
men." To make our dreams reality requires hard work. Otherwise 
we will never reach the goal we are striving for, the better life. The 
better life or the supreme good is and should be the continuous life's 
work of our Masonry. Brother Albert Pike's Morals and Dogma gives 
us many splendid ideas, and to sum them all up, the lessons taught 
are always to elevate the basic goodness of man.4  
We have been taught over and over again that for the good life, the 
better life, "the key is education”.5 Again, "I want to impress upon 
your minds that Freemasonry is nothing if it is not concerned with 
spiritual values, the moral and spiritual growth of individuals, and 
thereby the spiritual impact it makes, or should make, on the com-
munity in which it exists. In Masonry that guiding principle is a spir-
itual one: "to make good men better in the brotherhood of man 
under the fatherhood of God. Express it as you will."6 
 
Many great figures of the past have endeavored to bring light to 
mankind. One such example was Goethe who was "a devout mem-
ber of our gentle craft."7 The story is related in The Short Talk Bul-
letin that while Goethe lay dying, and everyone was trying to make 
him more comfortable, he made a request. "'Open the window and 
let in more light!' The last request of a great poet-Mason is the first 

Grand Orator 
Jerry A. Reick 

See Themes on page 19 
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Dear Brethren, Ladies, and Friends,  
There is no doubt that this year has been unlike any year I’ve seen 
during my time at Three Pillars.    
As we head into the holiday season, this year, even more than years 
past, I find myself reflecting on the importance of our mission, and 
what I’m thankful for here.   
Since March, our staff have demonstrated time and again their com-
mitment to our residents. They’ve worked countless hours to care 
for them, while coming up with creative ways to keep our residents 
actively engaged with each other and with their families.   
It’s been hard.   
It’s been hard on our residents, families, and our staff. However, 
our staff have faced this pandemic and the challenges it brought 
with determination and a commitment to our mission. Our residents 
and families have faced this pandemic with understanding and kind-
ness towards our staff.   
I’m thankful for all of that.   
As I reflect on our mission, a mission that reminds us every day 
how fortunate we are to do what we do—care for seniors, I’m 
thankful to be a part of leading the important work we do to protect 
and care for our seniors.   
Finally, I’m thankful for your support of Three Pillars. It’s through 
your support that we are able to do what we do for seniors.   
Wishing you and yours a blessed Thanksgiving.  
Stay safe,  

 
 
 
 

Mark Strautman, President & CEO

- 
 

  
Enclosed is my donation for:  
[  ]  Grand Master’s Appeal 
[  ]  Wisconsin Masonic Foundation 
[  ]  Wisconsin Masonic Service & Assistance Fund   
[  ]  Wisconsin Masonic Youth Fund 
[  ]  Other 
       _______________________________ 
[  ]  Designated for______________________________________  
[  ]  In honor of: ________________________________________                  
[  ]  In memory of: ______________________________________ 

Amount _____________________      Date___________________ 

Please acknowledge to: Name ___________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ 

City_______________________   State________    Zip_________

Make your check payable to the benevolence you have  
selected above and mail to: Wisconsin Masonic Charities 

36275 Sunset Drive, Dousman, WI 53118  
Phone 262-965-2200 • email: erika@wimasons.org 

Fill Out, Clip and Mail Today

Wisconsin Masonic Charities

The Wisconsin Masonic Foundation is organized under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin is organized 
under Section 501(c)(10) of the Internal Revenue Code. You should consult 
your tax adviser to determine whether your contribution qualifies to receive a 
tax-deduction under the Internal Revenue Code.

Jay Apel, Ronald Appleman, Dennis Apps, Joel 
Arnold, Wesley Bailey, Alan Barstad, Timothy Bauer, 
Todd Berg, Robert Blume, David Bomkamp, Steve 
Botes, Jr, Allen Brandt, Donald Brereton, Matthew 
Brigson, Kenneth Bryar, James Builer, Jackson Bush-
man, James Cairo, Mark Cameli, Curzio Caravati, 
Artur Casserberg, Elden Christensen, Eben Chris-

tensen, James Cleary, Laverne Clifton, 
James Craney, Malcolm Creighton, 
Clifford Crosby, Richard Cummings, 
Lee Cushman, Stephen Dake, James 
Diem, Robert Draeger, Bill Drecktrah, 
David Dryer, Benjamin Duke, David 
Dull, Roland Erickson, Randall Fabri-
cius, Justin Fermenich, Cain Finger, 
Robert Fischer, Joseph Fleming, Jesse 
Furrer, Cruz Garcia, Patrick Garvin, 
Richard Gates, Timothy Getzin, James 
Giese, David Giese, Aime Gloi, William 
Gotham, John Grabowski, E-Ben 
Grisby, Lauren Handeland, Henry S. 
Baird Lodge, Donald Hensiak, David 
Hinners, Roy Hubler, L. Arby 
Humphrey, Sean Hurley, Allan Iding, 
David Imlah, Paul Jones, Michael Kas-
tens, Gary Kelley, Peter Kesselhon, 
David Koch, Robert Koch, Donald 
Kurki, David LaFond, Lloyd Laskowski, 
Steven Lasure, Michael Lawler, William 
Lee, Jeffry Leeder, Jonathan Lindley, 
Martin Long, Scott Magnusson, John 
Maiwald, Jim McCracken, Michael 
Meyer, Douglas Moorhouse, Dale New-
man, William Nicklosovich, Gary Oien, 
David Olson, Paul Peacock, Dennis 
Pelkin, Wayne Pinnow, Harry 
Pomeroy, Eugene Reece Jr, David 
Renly, Jose Rivera, Philip Rose, Scott 
Scharnell, John Scheffler, David 
Schmid, Kevin Schmid, Noah Schultz, 
Dennis Sehmer, Larry Senderhauf, 
Donald Skolaski, Nathaniel Smith, 
William Solberg, Todd Stach, Gary 

Stang, Richard Stevens, William Stonecipher, Orloff 
Styve, Stewart Swanson, Joseph Tart, Christopher 
Tashjian, Roy Tice, Zenovij Timchak, Christopher 
Turner, Matthew Turner, Michael Vlahoulis, Dennis 
Wachowiak, Jason Walden, Grant Walden, Shirley 
Warber, Gardiner Whyte, James Winston, Erwin 
Wuehr, Maxwell Zimmerman 

 

Memorials and Contributions

Gift Report September 2020 
 

  Wisconsin Masonic Foundation          
General Fund: 
         Jerome and Carol Nelson 
YActs of Kindness:  
         H.S. Baird Lodge       
         

Wisconsin Masonic Home  
General Fund: 
           Richard Hansen 

Support Your Wisconsin Masonic Charities

H. S. Baird Lodge Assists Schools 
with COVID-19 Abatement Funds 

Senior Deacon Ben Miller (left) and Master Ross Chapman, 
members of the charity outreach committee display “the 
check”. 
                                                                    Photo by Bro. Tom S. Pinney Jr.

    H.S. Baird Lodge No. 174, 
Sturgeon Bay, donated a total of 
$6250 to five area school districts 
($1250 each). These funds are 
earmarked for anything the district 
needs related to COVID-19 abate-
ment but specifically for supplies 
or equipment that will help the 
kids and further promote safe 
practices. 
      The  donations  were   made 
possible with the help of matching 
funds from the Wisconsin Masonic 
Foundation. 
      Bro. Ross Chapman, Master, 
stated,  “We realize that this is a 
small contribution compared to 
their overall expenses, but we 
wanted to offer this help, so that 
in a small way, we are contributing 
to the solution. In an effort to min-
imize cross exposure by sharing 
equipment, we have been told 
there might be a need for addi-

tional equipment for recreational 
activities (like balls, jump ropes, 
activity books etc. for recess); that 
might be a good use of the 
funds. Or perhaps the funds can 
be used to provide something fun 
for the kids and staff when things 
get tough . . . whatever they think 
might help.” 
    The $1250 grant is going to 
each of the following school dis-
tricts: Sturgeon Bay, Gibraltar, 
Sevastopol, Southern Door and 
Algoma.  
    Funding for this community 
outreach is directly related to the 
lodge’s annual Steamboat Dinner 
fundraiser held the second Satur-
day in March. The 2021 Steam-
boat Dinner will the March 13, 
2021 with drive up carry out only 
(no indoor dinning again this 
year).  See www.hsbaird174.com 
for more information. 
               Submitted by Bro. Ed Klein

   Glenn L. Humphrey Lodge 
No. 364 is honored to award 
the 2020 Scholarships for our 
Three Pillars student employees. 
    This year we are pleased to 
award seven scholarships for a 
total of $5,500. These scholar-
ships are made available by the 
endowed type funds of Joe and 
Marjie Balint; Howard and Sheri 
Cook; and Robert and Nancy 
Smith, an anonymous former 
resident, and Glenn L. 
Humphrey funds as well as do-

Glenn L. Humphrey Scholarships 
For Three Pillars Students

nations from lodge members, 
residents and friends. See pho-
tos on page 7. 
                                  Submitted by  
                Bro. Duane Bunting, Sec.

Support Your 
Wisconsin  

Masonic Charities

Grand Lodge of  
Wisconsin Square 

Store

www.wimasons.org

The Grand Lodge Square 
Store has Masonic Masks 
for sale individually or in 

bulk. 

Masonic 
MasksPromote your Lodge Fundraiser – Advertise in the 

Wisconsin Masonic Journal 
Contact Diane Igl 

262-965-3979 
Email: diane@wisc-freemasonry.org

 
The 

  

175th  
Anniversary 

 of Freemasonry in  
Wisconsin Challenge Coin 

 

 
 is Available at the  

Wisconsin   
Square Store 

www.wisc-freemasonry.org
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Name of Recipient (please print)__________________________________   
Address of Recipient ___________________________________________ 
 
                               ___________________________________________  
Age category for letter: 
_____ pre-school child _____ younger child 
_____ pre-teen _____ teenager/adult 
 
Has the child sent his/her letter to Santa yet? ____________  

Any special information for the letter: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
 
This letter is being purchased by 
  
 _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 
Send form and $5.00 fee for each letter to: 
Maria Boyer-Jensen 
S63W35554 Piper Road 
Eagle, WI 53119 
 
Please make checks payable to Shelomoth Temple No.106 

4th Annual “Letters From Santa” Campaign 

Sponsored by Shelomoth Temple No. 106, Daughters of the Nile 

    Seven year old Tommy has 
written a letter to Santa every year 
– and every year Santa has, for 
the most part, fulfilled the requests 

in Tommy’s letters. 
      But this year is different. This 
year, NOTHING is the same: 
    • No school since early March 

   • No church or Sunday  
       School 
   • Can’t play with friends and  
      neighbors, only my “stupid 
      sisters” 
   • He hasn’t seen his grandpar-  
      ents for months, except  
      through windows (Are they 
      really OK?) 
   • No friend’s birthday parties 
       to go to 
   • No family nights at “Dave & 
Busters” 
   • Everyone is wearing masks – 
kind of like Halloween, only dif-
ferent (Oh, no! Not the “Night-
mare Before Christmas”!). 
    Nothing’s the same anymore!  
What’s going to happen to Christ-
mas? Will Santa still come on 
Christmas Eve? What about the 
reindeer? And the elves? 
    And it’s not just 7 year old 
Tommy who needs to find reassur-
ance from the familiar. This year, 
more than ever, we all need the 
comfort of the familiar and reas-
surance that something will be the 
same. So, it’s time to make your 
list of children – young and old – 
who would enjoy a letter from 
Santa to spark their Christmas 
Spirit.  
     Each letter will be personalized 
for the child/adult it is sent to. 
Santa will send out the letters be-
ginning December 1st, but orders 
must be received by November 
30th. Letters will be age-appropri-
ate for pre-school children, 
younger children, pre-teens, and 
teen-agers/adults.  
      Please send one form for each 
letter desired to: Maria Boyer-
Jensen with check for $5.00 per 
letter, made out to Shelomoth 
Temple No. 106. 

See form at Left 

Merry 
Christmas 

to all!

   

Scottish Rite vs. York Rite
     Boy, what a topic. 
    Needless to say we all should be a member of both. This way 
we receive the width of Scottish Rite and depth of York Rite with 
both schools of learning 
    Scottish Rite has four organizations. The 
Lodge of Perfection, The Council of the Princes 
of Jerusalem, the Chapter of Rose Croix and 
the Consistory. Four sets of line officers and all 
under one roof. 
    The York Rite has three organizations be-
yond Lodge F. & A.M.  Chapter Royal Arch 
Masons (RAM), Council Royal and Select Mas-
ters (R&SM) and Commandery Knights Templar (KT). Three sets 
of line officers all independent of each other with the exception of 
being a prerequisite organization for membership. 
    Scottish Rite presents the degrees to the candidates in a class 
setting. The candidates view the degrees normally twice a year in 
a Reunion. 
     York Rite presents the degrees to the candidates as Blue Lodge 
presented its degrees to the candidates. Everyone is a part of the 
degree. It can be scheduled as a one day event called a Festival or 
spread out over time just like Blue Lodge. For a festival an exemplar 
candidate is generally used and the rest view the degree. 
     Scottish  Rite  can  change  the  degrees  and  place  them  in 
a newer time frame like the Wild West, WWII or founding of the 
USA. 
     York  Rite  doesn’t  change  the  degrees  and  keeps them with 
Ancient Craft Masonry until the last organization the Commandery 
KT. 
      Scottish Rite’s necessary Degrees are the 4º and the 32º.  You 
may receive the other degrees at other Reunions if the Valley is 
presenting them. Some Valleys present all the degrees in a 5 year 
rotation.  
      For the York Rite–Chapter RAM necessary Degrees entail the 
four degrees of Chapter. Council R&SM necessary Degrees entail 
the two degrees of Council Commandery KT necessary Orders en-
tail the three Orders of Commandery but the first two may be pre-
sented in short form. 
     Chapter RAM and then Council R&SM and Scottish Rite all 
are welcome to petition. Commandery KT however, you should be 
able to answer this question–Would you wield your sword in defense 
of the Christian Religion? If you answer Yes then petition Com-
mandery. If you cannot answer yes then please do enjoy Chapter 
RAM and Council R&SM. All Christian Masons should be a mem-
ber of Commandery.  
                                                      Submitted by Bro. Russell Witte-Dycus 
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The World Needs More Masons! 

Let us each do our part. Talk to the man you think would make a good Mason.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

protection and favor; and—Whereas both Houses of 
Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me 
‘to recommend to the people of the United States a day 
of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by ac-
knowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal fa-
vors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government 
for their safety and happiness:’ 

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thurs-
day, the 26th day of November next, to be devoted by 
the people of these States to the service of that great 
and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then 
all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble 
thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of 
this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the 
signal and manifold mercies and the favor, able interpo-
sitions of His providence in the course and conclusion 
of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, 
and plenty which we have since enjoyed; for the peace-
able and rational manner in which we have been en-
abled to establish constitutions of government for our 
safety and happiness, and particularly the national one 
now lately instituted; for the civil and religious liberty with 
which we are blessed, and the means we have of ac-
quiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and, in general, 
for all the great and various favors which He has been 
pleased to confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly of-
fering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord 
and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our 
national and other transgressions; to enable us all, 
whether in public or private stations, to perform our sev-
eral and relative duties properly and punctually; to render 
our National Government a blessing to all the people by 
constantly being a Government of wise, just, and consti-
tutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and 
obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations 
(especially such as have shown kindness to us), and to 
bless them with good governments, peace, and concord; 
to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and virtue, and the increase of science among them and 
us; and, generally, to grant unto all mankind such a de-
gree of temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be 
best. 

Given under my hand at the City of New York the 
third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.” 

 
George Washington 

 
Bryan Sullivan 
Most Wise Master.  
 
Princes of Jerusalem 

 
The beauty of the Entered Apprentice Degree, and 
thankfulness to meet as Masons. 

 
With a pandemic that continues to challenge every 

aspect of our lives and routines, there is comfort in meet-
ing as Masons in the most basic of the three degrees. 

I know many Lodges are accustomed to starting 
each meeting in the Master Mason degree. Considering 
WI codes specifies a stated communication must open 
and close on the Master Mason degree and that busi-
ness of the Lodge is to be transacted at a stated com-
munication, opening on Master Mason degree appears 
the most efficient use of time. But efficiency and limiting 
the time with our Brethren isn’t the aim of Masonry. 

If we step back and look at how we’re currently 
opening and closing our Lodges while under our Grand 
Master’s Edict, we shouldn’t view it as being penalized 
or it being diminished from the higher level degrees. 
There are so many benefits of the first degree that we 

should take time to revel in the beauty it provides. 
We’re able to include all members of the Lodge 

from beginning to end, including our newest who previ-
ously may have had to wait outside the Lodge with the 
Tyler or their mentor until the Lodge is called down. 
We’re given extra practice to perfect the open and close 
of a degree that is the very first a new member gets to 
witness. In opening, all seven officers, elected and ap-
pointed, are reminded of their duties through recitation 
and the importance of each’s role. We’re taught so many 
important lessons in this first degree that it’s easy to lose 
site of their significance. Meeting all as Entered Appren-
tices makes us meet just a little more on the level. 

The Entered Apprentice degree truly is the first step 
in Masonry and lays the foundation on which to build our-
selves and the work each Lodge is capable of achieving. 
It’s easy to be in a rush to advance to higher degrees 
and miss some of these lessons it offers. 

Please take this happy blessing as an opportunity 
to rediscover the first degree, remember whence came 
you, and build a more solid foundation on which to build 
yourself and your Lodge.  
 
Tim Smillie 
Sovereign Prince 
 
Consistory 

 
Greetings from the Valley of Madison. 
 

As we continue forward and tick off yet another 
month of the pandemic hoping for a target of getting back 
to life as it was, are we missing an opportunity? Are we 
missing the opportunity to make life as we want it?  

Yes, I know this is a heavy though. But if our focus 
is to just go back to what is was, we are not living our 
lives as masons. As masons we are trying to make the 
world a better place. As Scottish Rite masons our goal 
or charge is to make good men better. I think that one of 
the best ways to improve, to make change is to do dif-
ferent things, try something new.  

History has provided a very well documented record 
of men that had an idea and through trial and error pro-
vided deep and lasting change. Some even changed the 
world. Names we all know, Bell, Ford, Edison, Gates, and 
the list goes on and on. But in review the thing that made 
all of them successful was their ability to fail. Their ability 
to fail was proof that they were trying, trying something 
different, trying something new, something perhaps that 
had not been done before.  

Understanding this I want us the Scottish Rite Valley 
of Madison to try some things new and different. I want 
our membership to share their ideas, any idea, all ideas, 
crazy ideas, and I want us to TRY them.  

Reach out to a brother in the valley, to one of the 
many fine line officers, to our valley secretary, to me and 
share your idea. I would love to hear that every member 
of that Valley shared an idea. Ideas on how to do things 
different, what you would like to see the Valley do, how 
you would like to see the Valley engage our community, 
How you would like the Valley engage our Brethren, 
things you would like the Valley do with our families,  
Things you would like us to engage at our monthly meet-
ings when we can start to meet again. No idea is a bad 
idea, no idea is a crazy idea. With these ideas I feel we 
can make our valley what we want it to be, not what is 
has been. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and I hope 
everyone has a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving. 
 
Michael Roering  
Commander in Chief 

Lodge of Perfection 
 

November, time again to flip the page on the cal-
endar! It’s hard not to realize it is already November as 
we experience first-hand the change in temperature, per-
haps frost on the roof, the cold winds and the shortened 
hours of daylight. It’s time to check to make sure our ve-
hicle, home, furnace, etc. are set for the winter months. 
It’s also time to make plans for special days this month. 

November 3, Election Day; not easy to forget what 
with all the campaign ads spewing from the TV, radio and 
your mailbox. No doubt they were “approved” to give us 
a pounding headache. In all sincerity, be sure to exercise 
your right to vote; it does matter. Take some time to re-
search/investigate the candidates of not only the Presi-
dential race; but the state and local races as well. All are 
important races in our democracy. Whether you cast 
your ballot by absentee or in person; be sure to vote. En-
courage your family and friends to vote. If you are able; 
volunteer as a poll worker or give someone a ride to the 
polls.  

November 11, Veterans Day. Originally known as 
Armistice Day it marked the end of major hostilities of 
World War I on the Eleventh Month—Eleventh Day—
Eleventh Hour of 1918. Armistice Day was renamed Vet-
erans Day in 1954 and remains a day that we honor all 
military veterans. Memorial Day honors those who have 
died in military service; Veterans Day honors all military 
veterans. Not that you can’t honor a Veteran on any day; 
let’s make a special effort to send a card, make a phone 
call or offer a friendly thank you wave to our brave and 
honorable veterans on 11/11/2020. 

November 26, 2020; Thanksgiving Day is probably 
going to be unlike any Thanksgiving Day in our history. 
President and Brother George Washington proclaimed 
the 1st nationwide Thanksgiving Day celebration in 
America marking November 26, 1789 “as a day of public 
thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledg-
ing with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of 
Almighty God”.  Over the years, the observing date of 
thanksgiving varied from state to state until 1941 when 
President and Brother Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a 
joint resolution of Congress establishing the National 
Thanksgiving Day on the 4th Thursday in November. 
This year as we are still under the grips of COVID-19; 
we will observe Thanksgiving Day but at a distance. It 
looks like we will still have football to watch; but our fa-
miliar assembly of family and friends around the table 
may be diminished depending on the personal comfort 
level of the individual. Let’s respect that individual deci-
sion. We have learned very well over these past months 
how to reach out to family and friends without physical 
contact.  

Brothers, these three dates in November highlight 
our Scottish Rite Core Values of devotion to country, rev-
erence for God, Integrity and Service. I urge that you 
continue to practice and promote these core values 
along with Justice and Toleration for a better world for all 
mankind. 
 
Lyle G. Christian 
Thrice Potent Master 
 
Rose Croix 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to share the fol-
lowing proclamation made by Brother George Washing-
ton declaring the first Thanksgiving.  I was amazed by 
both the timeliness and timelessness of this piece which 
highlights some of the great Masonic principles Wash-
ington lived by:  

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowl-
edge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, 
to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 

If you are interested in joining Scottish Rite, or require additional information, please contact the Valley of Madison  
Secretary at 608-256-2351 or via email at madsrite301@wi-scottishrite.com

Valley of Madison
Upcoming Scottish Rite Events

Virtual Valley Meeting: November 2020  
Details for accessing to be provided via email to all members 

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
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BUSINESS CARD ADVERTISING
Support the businesses that support your Wisconsin Masonic Journal!

Why not advertise your business or service here.  Over 10,000 readers will view your card each 
month in this publication and many more will see it online. 

  

Contact Diane Igl 
diane@wimasons.org 

262-965-3979 

Email your Lodge News and Upcoming Events  
wmjeditor@wimasons.org.

Every Child 
Should Have a Place at the Table 

Dear Members and Friends of our Masonic Fraternity, 
In the Grand Master’s article this month I shared my thoughts about being grateful. During this 
time of harvest, I am grateful for the generous response of my brothers to the Grand Master’s 
Appeal. The objective was to reach $40,000. You have accomplished this in the first six months 
of the campaign. We are now at $41,000. Be sure to take a look at the thermometer this month. If 
it was a real thermometer, it would have blown its top off. This is a phenomenal achievement on 
your part. Forty-one thousand dollars will feed 328,000 meals to the hungry. 
Being deprived of anything is a problem that some of us can relate to in our own lives. The one 
that stands out in my life is the time I worked the third shift. I worked for seven years on this 
shift. It was a terrible experience. Most all of my waking time was spent thinking about sleep or 
when I might be able to squeeze in a nap. Being deprived of food works the same way on adults 
and children. Their entire day is spent thinking about when they will have their next meal. All 
they can see is food. For children, hunger prevents them from focusing on their academics; 
leaving them with an uncertain future. I can assure you being deprived of something that is 
needed to survive is a terrible way to live. 

At this time, I am asking you to continue with your generosity. If you have not yet sent in a 
donation, please do. If you have made a donation and can donate a little more, that would be 
fantastic. During this time of the Thanksgiving harvest, take a minute to think about the things 
you might be grateful for and see if you can bolster this worthwhile charity with some extra 
generosity. 

Forest Witcraft, a teacher and scholar said, “A hundred years from now it will not matter what 
your bank account was, the sort of house you lived in, or the kind of clothes you wore, but the 
world may be much different because you were important in the life of a child.” 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving. 

Fraternally, 
Brother Ken 
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Book Your Special Event at the Tripoli Shrine Center

Humphery Ballroom- $1900/8 hrs 
Grand Foyer- $1000/8 hrs 
Melham Parlor- $500/Day 
 
 
Discounted Rates for Friday and Sunday Events 
All prices include set-up and take down, tables, chairs, skirting and WiFi.

Contact: 
Amy Harycki 
amy.harycki@tripolishrinecenter.com 
414-933-4700 ext. 3 
www.tripolishrinecenter.com

Ceremonies 
Receptions  
Holiday Parties 
Bridal Showers 
Baby Showers 
Corporate Parties

Events from 25-500 Guests

In house Chef for all your 
Food needs!

3000 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI

Ballroom

Parlor

Foyer

itation, the job of Freemasonry is 
to take good men and work with 
them to make them better.” 
    Grand  Lecturer  Patrick D. 
Cholka said the Esoteric Commit-
tee is meeting. One of the goals is 
providing the Brethren with the 
difference between instructing and 
teaching; and practice and re-
hearsal. Schools of instructions 
are hampered by the COVID-19. 
The lecturers are focusing on in-
dividual lodges. Schools are being 
scheduled before March 31, 2021 
and will focus on teaching the rit-
ual.  
    Grand Orator Jerry A. Reick 
gave an update on the Education 
Committee. The Committee is 
working on modules that can be 
used for short talks that can be 
easily used in a lodge setting. This 
will be a virtual four hour educa-
tion session coming up. They 
would like to create a university 
style education program. 
     Grand Master Gorgen reported 
the Grand Master’s Appeal is 
doing exceptionally well. It has al-
ready surpassed the $40,000 
mark. 
     Reports  were  received  from 
the breakout sessions. 
    The District 2 Deputy Grand 
Master Earl Gunderson reported 
on the DDGM Breakout session. 
Discussion centered around han-
dling leads from the website and 
questions regarding lodge re-
opening and conferring EA De-
gree. There are many lodges with 
many candidates waiting for their 
EA Degree. District 7 Deputy 
Grand Master Matthew H. Ivens 
introduced the proposed LEA Ap-
plication for 2020 which has been 
modified to take into considera-
tion the COVID-19 restrictions. 
    The Executive Committee re-
ported a new Grand Lodge web-
site has been approved. It should 
be up in 8 to 10 weeks. He 
thanked Grand Secretary Michael 
A. DeWolf, PGM, for the fine job 
he has done on the current web-
site which we have outgrown.  
    Junior Grand Deacon Jeffrey 
S. Schoenfeldt reported the Long 
Range Planning Committee is 
working on condensing the Men-
tors handbook into a smaller ver-
sion that can be easily carried by 
a Brother. This would not replace, 
but be in addition to the current 
handbook. 
    Grand Master gave some clari-
fications to election and installa-
tion questions. The District 
Deputy Grand Masters are pre-
pared to answer any questions 
from the lodges. The Grand Mas-
ter stated that after we get a num-
ber of EA Degrees conferred he 
would look into opening up for 
the conferral of the FC Degree.  
    Following the closing prayer 
Junior Grand Warden David R. 
Ritchie stated some lodges have 
closed due to civil unrest. He 
stated the minute books and the 
charter are important but the most 
important thing is the safety of our 
Brothers. Do not endanger Broth-
ers’ safety to protect buildings, 
they are replaceable, Brothers are 
not.  
   

Staff Meeting  

from page 1

Grand Secretary Michael A. 
DeWolf, PGM, endures the 
Brothers singing Happy 
Birthday.
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News Events from the Lodges

Support our Youth Groups!

Mason Woods assists Boy Scouts
Bro. Robert Spahn, Master of Mason Woods Lodge No. 368, presents 
a check in the amount of $1500 to Boy Scout Troop 32 Scout Master 
Robert Smits (left) for improvements to their Camp Joseph. The check 
included matching funds from Wisconsin Masonic Foundation Acts of 
Kindness. 
                                                                        Submitted by Bro. Dale Vannes 

Nathan Hale Lodge provides AED
   Nathan Hale Lodge No. 350 recently donated an AED to Wisconsin 
Hero Outdoors. Wisconsin Hero Outdoors, Executive Director, Bro. 
Eric Falkner, Freemasons Lodge No. 363 and Bro.George Jozwiak 
(right), representing Nathan Hale Lodge No. 350 are pictures above.  
     Wisconsin Hero Outdoors has been fortunate to be a recipient of 
the Grand Master’s Charity Appeal in 2019-20 and are grateful for the 
continued support of Freemasons from across Wisconsin, especially 
Nathan Hale Lodge No. 350 for helping provide for the health and 
safety of our veterans, first rNathan Haleesponders and family members 
with the donation of the AED. 
                                                                        Submitted by Bro. Eric Falkner

Manitowoc Lodge honors Bro. Gary Gold
In an expression of thanks, gratitude, and brotherly love, members of Manitowoc Lodge No. 65 presented 
Bro. Gary Gold, PM, with a plaque thanking him for being the heart and soul of Manitowoc Lodge. In ad-
dition to being Senior Deacon and Trustee, he is also the Lodge Counselor and building maintainer. Without 
his knowledge and skills, the Lodge would not function as well as it does. Front row from left: Gary Gold, 
Eric Pangburn Senior Warden and Tim Barthels, Tiler. Back row: Dean Graunke, Master, Chad Stelzer, 
Secretary and Cory Witting PM. 
                                                                                                                                 Submitted by Bro. Alex Bruder

H.S. Baird Lodge Provides  
Funding for Food Pantries

Senior Deacon Ben Miller (left) and Master Ross Chapman, members of the charity out-
reach committee display “the check”. 
                                                                                                                           Photo by Bro. Tom S. Pinney Jr. 

   Funding from H.S. Baird 
Lodge No. 174, Sturgeon Bay, 
together with matching funds 
from the Wisconsin Masonic 
Foundation enabled the Lodge 
to donate a total of $3000 to 
three Wisconsin charities fighting 
hunger ($1000 each). Grand 
Master of Masons in Wisconsin 
Brother Kenneth C. Gorgen has 
chosen Feeding Wisconsin as his 
2020/2021 appeal.  So, in that 
spirit, the lodge is donating 
$1000, in honor of Forest 
Lodge No. 130, to: the Grand 
Master’s Appeal, Feed My Peo-
ple of Door County and Ke-
waunee Food Pantry. 
    According to Master Ross 
Chapman, Worshipful Master for 
2020: “It took us a little longer 

than we originally planned but 
once the lodge started meeting 
again, we formulated and exe-
cuted a plan to parlay a $500 
contribution from Forest Lodge 
No. 130. The lodge approved 
an additional $1500 and has 
been granted matching funds of 
$1000 from the Wisconsin Ma-
sonic Foundation’s Act of Kind-
ness program. So, Forest 
Lodge’s outreach of $500 has 
turned into three grants totaling 
$3000. In this time of great 
need, this makes us very proud 
and can be held up as a brilliant 
example of what Masonry is all 
about! 
    The Wisconsin Masonic Foun-
dation has existed for over 90 
years to support continuing edu-

cation, senior resident care, 
community health and disaster 
relief. The foundation sponsors 
matching grants in its Acts of 
Kindness program. See 
www.wisc-freemasonry.org for 
more information. 
    H.S. Baird Lodge is located at 
31 S. 3rd Ave., Sturgeon Bay.  
Funding for this community out-
reach is directly related to the 
Lodge’s annual Steamboat Din-
ner fundraiser held the second 
Saturday in March.  The 2021 
Steamboat Dinner will be March 
13, 2021 with drive up carry out 
only (no indoor dinning again 
this year).  See 
www.hsbaird174.com for more 
information. 
             Submitted by Bro. Ed Klein

“I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain 
what I consider the most enviable of all titles, the character of an honest 
man.”                         — George Washington – US President & Freemason

Masonic Quotes
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Support Our  
Youth Groups  

They are our future and the 
leaders of tomorrow!

LEA Applications Due to  
Your DDGMs by Feb. 15

Thank You from  
Chetek Lodge
    Chetek Lodge No. 277 would 
like to thank everyone for their 
support in participating in our 
summer cash raffle. The funds 
raised are used locally in support 
of a variety of benevolent activi-
ties.  
    All of the winners have been 
notified. 
        Submitted by Bro. James Toman

2020 Lodge Excellence Award  
The LEA application has been modified for 2020 due to the 
changes in lodge activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. It is 
to be used for 2020 only.  
 
Use this version for submisson. It focuses mainly on lodge goals 
for setting up and operating Wellness Committees. A lodge that is 
strong in contacting its members on a regular basis will score high 
this year. 
 
The form can be found on the Grand Lodge Website under Con-
stituent (Blue) Lodge Administrative Resources, subhead Lodge 

Administrative Forms, number 24, LEA_COVID_2020. or 
https://members.wisc-freemasonry.org/ 

wp-content/uploads/2019/10/LEA_COVID_2020.pdf 
 

For any questions or clarifications contact your  
District Deputy Grand Master.

   Lodge Excellence Award Appli-
cations must be received by your 
District Deputy Grand Master by 
February 15, 2021 to qualify. 
   Applications can be downloaded 
from the Grand Lodge website at 
www.wisc-freemasonry.org under 
Constituent (Blue) Lodge Admin-
istrative Resources.  

    The qualifying dates are Janu-
ary 1 thru December 31, 2020. 
     Lodges  will  be  recognized  at 
the Annual Communication in 
June for their achievement. 
   Your  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master’s email address may be 
found on page two of The Wis-
consin Masonic Journal. 

Promote Your 
Lodge’s Events
     Advertise your Lodge’s upcom-
ing fundraising events in the Wis-
consin Masonic Journal. 
  Contact  Diane  Igl  at 
diane@wimasons.org or 262-
965-3979.   
   Send information on your up-
coming lodge functions to be in-
cluded in the Masonic Calendar to 
wmjeditor@wimasons.org. 

Brothers Wichman and Goeckner are new EAs
Waukesha Lodge No. 37 initiated two Entered Apprentices on Oct. 21. Center front row EAs: Aaron Wich-
man and Tyler Goeckner. At their left is Grand Master Kenneth C. Gorgen. 
                                                                                                                                       Submitted by Bro. Gary Ebert

The Real Secret Behind the Freemasons
By Bro. Milt Helmer  
Past Master Hancock Lodge No. 229  
    Many have wondered just what 
goes on behind those tiled 
(guarded) doors of Masonic 
Lodges. We will attempt to clear 
up some misconceptions of the 
Freemasons. 
    Simply put, Freemasonry is a 
fraternity of men who have but 
one mission in life; that is to help 
their fellow man by practicing 
brotherly love, relief and truth. 
    They are not a secret society as 
some have come to believe. They 
are, however, a fraternity with se-
crets. But those secrets only refer 
to how members identify each 
other, the rest of the work done 
behind closed doors can be 

learned at any large well stocked 
public library.  
The only requirement for mem-
bers is being a man, freeborn and 
well recommended. Thus the term 
'Free' in Freemasons.   
In the very beginning . . . 
    Masonic lodges first started in 
the days of the raising of cathe-
drals in Europe in King Solomon’s 
time. The stonemasons who 
erected these beautiful structures 
were classified into 3 levels of skill; 
Entered Apprentice, or bearers of 
burden; Fellow Crafts, men who 
did the construction and Master 
Masons, or overseers of the work. 
These men formed guilds and held 
social gatherings in a small build-
ing attached to the work site. Thus 
forming the very first Masonic 
lodge. Each workman had his own 
signs to identify himself, because 
back in those days most laborers 
could neither read or write. As 
time went on and construction of 
buildings were being done by 
more modern techniques the need 
for operative masons began to 
give rise to speculative Masons. 
My wife’s grand grandfather was 
an operative Mason in Sandstone, 
Minnesota. 
    Freemasonry is not a religion, 
however no atheist could be made 
a Mason. A belief in deity is first 
and foremost among Masons. 
How you practice your faith is not 
for Freemasonry to say. Men of all 
regions are represented in the 
craft.  
    Television specials have been 
aired attempting to explain the 
fraternity. Most of these efforts 
have missed the mark with rare 
exceptions.  We have found that 
when people don't know the truth, 
they tend to make up wild conspir-
acy theories. They think the Ma-
sons' secrecy must mean they are 
a cult, or have some dark motive.  
Television reporting often focuses 
on the sensational with only par-
tial facts. Freemasonry is not 
alway what is portrayed in the 
press. Several years back a CBS 
report came the closest to the real 
story.  
What they do . . . 
    The Freemasons take an obli-
gation to comfort widows and or-
phans. In a broader sense the 
fraternity today gives over 2 mil-
lion dollars a day through the 
Shriners (all of whom are Masons) 
to the relief of children with birth 
defects. The Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry helps children all 
over the state live with dyslexia. In 
fact, there are 2 dyslexia centers 
in Western Wisconsin, a third to 
open soon in River Falls. This is 
only the tip of the iceberg. The 
women of the Order of the East-
ern Star routinely help out with 
the American Heart Association 
and their auxiliary provides fund-
ing for wheelchairs and more for 
the Shriners Healthcare for Chil-

dren. There are countless other 
organizations that are helped by 
Freemasons all over the country 
and abroad. 
    When a man takes a binding 
obligation to join the Masons, he 
makes a commitment that lasts a 
lifetime. He becomes a valued 
member of his community, loyal 
to his country and an honor to the 
fraternity. When hardships visit a 
brother, he finds a host of men 
who come to his aid. It is all part 
of his obligation and he takes it 
very seriously. That is why if a 
Freemason gives you his word, it 
is his bond. All this is done quietly 
without any public attention.  
    As Earl Gunderson, the District 
2 Deputy Grand Master says, "A 
good Mason friend told me quite 
some time ago that he had very 
few friends who weren't Masons. 
At the time I thought this sounded 
a bit strange. But as time passed, 
I found that I felt the same way. 
Oh, I have other friends who 
aren't Masons. But when I exam-
ine this, I have to say that my clos-
est, dearest friends are Masonic 
brothers. We may have differ-
ences of opinion on certain sub-
jects and that's ok. But we are all 
like-minded men; caring for each 
other in a very special and unique 
way. " 
    What does it take to become a 
Mason? Years ago a man had to 
ask to be a member. Today how-
ever, many members are recom-
mended for membership. The 
process involves some vetting. 
There is a petition to fill out, a full 
back ground check is done, as well 
as a visit at the home of an appli-
cant. Passing this process, the pe-
tition is balloted on by members of 
the lodge. If the ballot is clear, he 
then has three steps to take before 
becoming a Master Mason. Like 
to olden days, those steps are En-
tered Apprentice, Fellow Craft 
and finally Master Mason. 
     Within  the  past  few  years, 
those steps have become available 
to applicants in a one day session 
called Masonic Day of Light and 
in this area have been held in Eau 
Claire at the Masonic Center. The 
choice of one day or the full 
process in lodge is the choice of 
each candidate. Either way there 
is some memorization involved in 
each process. 
    Any questions or comments 
contact: 
Bro. Milt Helmer 
N6356 740th St.  
Beldenville, WI 54003 
715-821-5002 
Email: miltonhelmer@gmail.com
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News Events from the Lodges

La Crosse Masonic Lodge 
Service Awards Total 250 Years

Bro. Clair Rood

Bro. Earland Sagen Bro. Fred Cafe

Bro. Don Kowalke

Everyday life, no matter how troubled, can still offer moments to 
celebrate. La Crosse Masonic Lodge No. 190 in La Crosse cele-
brated 250 combined years of Masonry with four brothers. Senior 
Warden Steve Kopp and Master Todd Wohlert delivered very spe-
cial anniversary certificates to brothers at their residences - masks 
and all. Bro. Clair Rood, age 91, celebrated 70 years. He was 
raised on October 14, 1950. Bro. Don Kowalke, age 87, cele-
brated 65 years. He was raised April 9, 1955. Bro. Earland 
Sagen, raised on Nov. 16, 1960, age 90, celebrated 60 years. 
Bro. Fred Cafe, age 98, celebrated 55 years. He was raised on 
June 17, 1964. 
                                               Submitted by Bro. Todd Wohlert, Master

Dist. 10 confers first trial EA for 4th generation Mason
West Bend Lodge No. 138 conferred the first trial EA Degree in District 10 under the newly created safety 
criteria.  The Lodge was opened in due form for the regular dispatch of business, welcoming Grand Master 
Kenneth C. Gorgen and other visitors. After stated business was completed, Secretary Dale Newman re-
viewed the degree safety criteria with the lodge. The degree team then proceeded to initiate Bro. Dave 
Schmid, the fourth generation in a line of West Bend No. 138 Masons, and son of P.M. Kevin Schmid. De-
gree team participants first row from left: Pat Storrs, District 10 Lecturer Erwin Wuehr, Paul Peacock (Hart-
ford No. 120), newly initiated EA Dave Schmid, Kevin Schmid and WM James Diem. Second row: Jim 
Hunt (Hartford No. 120), EA Robert Polford, Steve Kjer, FC Bryan Selbo. Back Row: Dale Newman, Ale-
jandro Fuentes. Not pictured: Bob Reinke and William Stonecipher. 
                                                                                                                              Submitted by Bro. Jim Diem, Master

Bro. David Gates is 50 year Mason
Wilmot Lodge No. 241 presented Bro. David Gates with his 50 year 
certificate and pin on Oct. 13. Bro. Gates (now a resident of Wisconsin) 
is a member of Constellation Lodge No. 974 in Wheeling, Illinois. It 
was our privilege to assist the Grand Lodge of Illinois by presenting his 
certificate and pin. From left: Wilmot Lodge Master Matt Boss, Bro. 
David Gates and Junior Warden Ron Gardella. 
                                                     Submitted by Bro. Bill Hahnfeldt, Secretary

      Advertise your Lodge’s up-
coming fund raising events in the 
Wisconsin Masonic Journal. 
  Contact Diane Igl at 
diane@wimasons.org. or 262-

965-3979.   
    Send information on your up-
coming lodge functions to be in-
cluded in the Masonic Calendar to 
wmjeditor@wimasons.org.

Promote Your Lodge Events

Bro. Wayne Terpstra - Washburn Lodge Applauds Your Generosity
    Bro.  Wayne  Terpstra  of 
Washburn Lodge No. 145 in 
Bristol, has provided a great ex-
ample of how his current means 
and constant dedication to his 
craft can be a lesson to us all. 
Charity is one of our most 
revered virtues as Masons. Bro. 
Terprstra selflessly provided a 
considerable donation of $4000 
to The Sharing Center in Trevor, 
which will have such an incredi-
ble effect to our community cur-
rently still suffering from this 
pandemic. Bro.Terpstra’s dona-
tion today will go a long way to-
ward providing meals during this 
difficult time and help give some 
dignity back to those parents 
who usually have no answer to 
provide to their own children 
when asked why their cupboards 
are empty. 
    We as Masons provide relief 
to others daily, it is part of who 
we are. Helping neighbors, vis-
iting those who are lonely, en-
couraging those who are 
depressed, and supporting those 
in need. The little things also 
make a big difference. However, 
when we are fortunate to wit-
ness a compassionate act such 

as this, it deserves to 
be applauded.  
    The Sharing Cen-
ter is located in 
Trevor, Wiscon-
sin. The mission of 
the Sharing Center 
is to provide basic 
needs and empower 
people in their tran-
sition to independ-
ence.  The   organi- 
ization provides a 
helping-hand to 
those living in our 
community by pro-
viding an emer-
gency food pantry, 
hygiene supplies, clothing, 
household items, winter outer-
wear, school supplies, employ-
ment resources, and so much 
more. The pantry is stocked 
through a combination of gov-
ernment contributions, food 
reclamation programs, on-site 
and local gardens, grants, and 
directly from the caring individ-
uals, businesses, church groups, 
youth groups, and civic organi-
zations through food drives and 
charitable contributions. 
 

Washburn Lodge to Host 
Charity Food Drive  
   Washburn Lodge is hosting 
a Charity Food Drive Nov. 13 
and 14 at Berkots Super Foods, 
600 N. Lake Ave, Twin Lakes. 
Proceeds collected will be do-
nated to The Sharing Center of 
Wisconsin, and help feed those 
in need during the holiday sea-
son. All social distancing precau-
tions will be taken. Donations 
can be made online at 
https://thesharingcenter.net/do
nate-now/

Bro. Wayne Terpstra, a 62 year Mason, 
with Sharing Center Director Sharon 
Pomaville.

    Submitted by Bro. Robert Adams
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District 9 Brothers Enjoy Meeting in Person
By Rich Rygh 
   Brethren in District 9 had the privilege of attend-
ing their Fall District Meeting in person at the Fort 
Atkinson Club on Sept. 29. It made for a very en-
joyable evening. 
   District 9 Deputy Grand Master Derek M. Henze 
had the food catered and all COVID-19 restrictions 
were observed.  
   An opening prayer was followed by an “Old 
Glory” video and the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
   The DDGM thanked the veterans for their serv-
ice. 
   The Area Administrators reported on the state of 
the lodges in the District. 
   DDGM Henze gave a presentations on the Four 
Fundamentals of Freemasonry: Membership and 
Growth; Programing; Financial; and Administra-
tive. He also gave a talk on“The Masonic 
Pedestal.” 
   Grand Master Kenneth C. Gorgen gave his clos-
ing remarks. He brought the Brethren up to date 
on his edicts and keeping everyone safe. He also 
discussed the upcoming requirements regarding 
elections, EA conferrals and installations. He em-
phasized any officer remaining in the same office 
and having been installed the previous year does 
not need to be reinstalled. 
    The Grand Master stated, “This is no time for 
any of you, regardless of your age, to say it is high 
twelve and there is no work for us. We have and in-
credible opportunity, be ready, when this is over 
we will have more young men flooding our lodges 
again, waiting to get in.” 
    In closing he said, “Always remember that you 
were first prepared to be made a Mason in your 
heart.” 
    A video was shown on kids with food insecurity. 
The Grand Master’s Appeal this year is dedicated 
to helping these kids. As of this meeting the 
amount raised was $35,000. Grand Master Gor-
gen extended his appreciation to the Brethren for 
their support.

Area Administrator Fritz Prusansky gives an update on the Lodges 
of Area 2.

District 9 Deputy Grand Master Derek M. Henze (left) visits with Lake Coun-
try Freemasons Lodge Senior Warden Jim Lukas and Junior Deacon Craig 
Wiggins. 

Grand Master Kenneth C. Gorgen gives his 
closing remarks.

Brethren enjoy the fellowship.

District 9 Deputy Derek M. Henze gives a presentation on “The Masonic Pedestal”.

Photos by Rich Rygh
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Bro. Gary Ebert is Dist. 11 MOY
District 11 and Waukesha Lodge No. 37 honored Bro. Gary Ebert as 
the District 11 Mason of the Year for his work guiding perspective mem-
bers, mentoring those that petition and guarding our West gate. Con-
gratulations W.Bro. Ebert you deserve it. From left: Bro. Gary Ebert, 
Area Administrator Jonathan Schroeder and Master of Waukesha 
Lodge District 11 Deputy Grand Master Christopher M. Luedke.  
               Submitted by District 11 Deputy Grand Master Christopher M. Luedke Winneconne Lodge Food and Fund Drive

Nathan Ihrig (right), Master of Winneconne presents some of the checks and gift cards 
collected during the recent Food and Fund Drive to Mark Wesenberg and Evelyn Dorn 
of WAAC.  
   The Brothers of the Winneconne Lodge No. 
186 would like to thank the community and the 
many employers and retailers who helped make 
this year’s Food and Fund Drive for the Win-
neconne Area Assistance Center (WAAC) a suc-
cess. More than 5,600 food and personal care 
items were collected and donations of cash, 
checks and gift cards have amounted to close to 
$3,800 to date. 
   This year, a special emphasis was placed on 
supporting the Project BackPack program 
within the Winneconne Community School Dis-
trict. Project BackPack  provides 6-10 food 
items weekly to Winneconne Community 

School District students who self-identify as 
needing additional food support during week-
ends when no school breakfast or lunch are 
available. Both Subway and A & W promoted 
giving gift cards for this worthy cause. 
     “We really didn’t know what to expect this 
year, but we knew we needed to help,” said 
Nate Ihrig, Master of the Lodge.  “Once again 
we have seen the generosity of our local com-
munity when they know that 100% of all food 
and fund donations stay local and go to 
WAAC.”  
   Submitted by Bro. Jack Wirch, Secretary/Treasurer 

Bro. Engbretson is 60 year Mason
Bro. Vern Engebretson was honored as a 60-year Mason in Clear Lake 
Lodge No. 230. Bro. Vern was initiated on 6/6/1960, passed to FC 
on 9/26/1960 and raised 11/28/1960 in Glenwood Lodge No. 254 
in Glenwood City. He has served the Clear Lake Lodge twice as Master 
in 1984 and 2015 and has served many years as Secretary. He remains 
active in Eastern Star and is a Past Potentate of Zor Shrine. District 2 
Deputy Grand Master Earl Gunderson (left) presents Bro. Engebretson 
his certificate. 
                           Submitted by District 2 Deputy Grand Master Earl Gunderson

Three EA Degrees conferred at Acacia-Itasca Lodge  

The District 1 Degree Team conferred the Entered Apprentice Degree on three candidates on Oct. 19 in 
Acacia-Itasca Lodge No. 329, Superior. Congratulations to Lucas Phillips, Barnes Lodge No. 365 and Bren-
dan Dirkes and Jesse Rue, Acacia-Itasca Lodge No. 329, the District’s newest Entered Apprentices. First 
row from left: District 1 Deputy Grand Master Dennis M. Schultz , Master; Senior Deacon George Eisen-
mann; EA Brendan Dirkes; Junior Steward Danny Bourassa; EA Lucas Phillips; Tiler Dwane Schultz; EA 
Jesse Rue; Secretary/Treasurer Ron Pete; Aaren Peterson; and Junior Deacon Ray Dolson. Back row: Senior 
Steward Pat Norton, Scott Larson, Junior Warden Mike Daigle, Senior Warden Bill Conner and Chaplain 
Don Miller. The Degree were conferred will all of the required safety protocols being observed.  
                                                                                                                                                             District 1 News

Bro. Will Nosek, a member of Island City Lodge No. 330, teaches one 
of two Concealed Carry Weapons Classes he taught in October spon-
sored by the Lodge. This class covers NRA Basic Pistol, as well as a 
complete rundown of CCW laws and concerns, along with marksman-
ship and defense fundamentals. 
                                                    Submitted by Bro. David Imlah Jr., Secretary

Island City Lodge CCW classes
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Stated Communications  
for the Mason Traveling in Wisconsin 

Albany 
Albany Lodge No. 36 

205 N. Water St. • 608-778-0802 
Meet 3rd Wed., 7:00 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Appleton 
Waverly Lodge No. 51 

315 S. Bluemound Dr. • 920-738-9220 
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Appleton 
Appleton Lodge No. 349 

241 E. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah •  
920-725-4896, Meet 2nd & 4th Wed.,  

7 p.m. Dark July & August 
 

Argyle 

Argyle Lodge No. 178 
104 E. Milwaukee St. • 608-523-4714  

Meet 2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.  
Meets All Year 

 
Baldwin 

Collins-Spring Valley Lodge 192 
790 Main St. • 715-928-0001 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Baraboo 
Baraboo Lodge No. 34 

108 Second Ave. • 608-381-0083 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wed,, 6 p.m. social, 7 
p.m. meeting. Dark July and August 

 
Barneveld 

Barneveld Lodge No. 319 
108 S. Jones St. • 608-445-0445 (Sec) 

Meet 2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Bayfield 

Bayfield Washburn No. 215 
29 N. 2nd Street • 715-209-6397 

Meet 1st Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.  
Meets All Year 

 
Beaver Dam 

Dodge County Lodge No. 72 
1212 DeClark St • 920-885-2628 
Meet 1st Thurs. 7 p.m. & 3rd Mon.  

6  p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Beloit 
Morning Star Lodge No. 10 

229 W. Grand Ave. • 608-362-0422 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Berlin 
Berlin Lodge No. 38 

124 E. Huron St.. • 920-573-1921 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Black River Falls  
Black River Lodge No. 74 

314 Main Street • 715-284-7176 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Bloomer 
Bloomer Lodge No. 281 

1617 Larson St. • 715-828-7940 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark January & February 
 

Bristol 
Washburn Lodge No. 145  

8102 - 199th Ave.• 262-865-4552 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.  

2nd Thurs. only Jan. & Feb. 
 

Brodhead 
Bicknell Lodge No. 94 

301 1st Center Ave. • 608-897-8069 
 Meets 2nd Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Brookfield 
McKinley Lodge No. 307 

4550 N. Pilgrim Rd. • 262-781-9907 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Brookfield 
Brookfield Lodge No. 370 

4550 N. Pilgrim Rd. •  414-940-5632 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

 Burlington 
Burlington Lodge No. 28 

325 N. Kane St. • 262-210-9510 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Cambridge 
Social Lodge No. 245 

105 S. Spring St. • 608-423-7081     
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

www.social245.org • Meets All Year 
 

Camp Douglas 
Camp Douglas Lodge No. 272 
211 Main St. • 608-372-5110 or 
608-387-1412, Meet 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Cecil 
Mason-Woods Lodge No. 368 

N6446 Emery Ansorge Rd. 
608-642-3692 (Sec) • 3rd Tues., 10 a.m.  

Dark January & February 

Chetek 
Chetek Lodge No. 277 

216 Morrison St. 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark June, July & August 
 

Chippewa Falls  
Chippewa Falls Lodge No. 176  
650 Bridgewater Ave. • 715-579-8949 

1st  Tues. stated, 3rd Tues., social,  
 7 p.m., Meets All Year 

 
Clear Lake 

Clear Lake Lodge No. 230 
411 Third Ave. • 715-263-2511 

4th Monday, 7:30 p.m.,  
Meets All Year 

 
Columbus 

Columbus Lodge No. 75 
318 N. Ludington St. • 920-248-9685 

(Sec) • 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., stated 
Meets All Year 

 
Crandon  

Crandon Lodge No. 287  
118 S. Lake Ave. •  715-616-2394 (Sec)  
Meet 2nd Tues. Apr.-June & Sept.-Dec.   
Meets 4th Tues. Mar.-May & July-Oct 

 
Crivitz 

Masonic Light Lodge No. 218 
918 Louisa St. • 715-927-8998 

Meet 1st Wednesday 6 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Darlington 

Evening Star Lodge No. 64 
433 Wells St. • 608-482-3552 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Delavan 
Southern Lakes Lodge No. 12 

1007 S. 2nd St., 7 p.m. • 262-581-5378 
 Meet 2nd & 4th Mon. Jan.-May & Aug.- 
Nov.; 4th Mon. June-July; 2nd Mon. Dec. 

 
Dodgeville  

Dodgeville Lodge No. 119  
200  W. Chapel St. • 608-935-2751  
Meet 3rd Thurs., 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. 

Meeting, Meets All Year 
 

Dousman 
Dousman Lodge No. 315 

214 N. Main St. • 414-429-5981 
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7  p.m. 
3rd Tuesday only July & August 

 
Dousman 

Glenn L. Humphrey Lodge No. 364 
375 State Rd. 67 • 262-965-7360 

Meet 2nd Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Durand 

Durand-Pepin No. 149 
203 W. Main St. • 414-429-5981 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Eagle River 
Eagle River Lodge No. 248 

610 E. Division • 715-891-2156 
Meet 2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
  

Eau Claire 
Eau Claire Lodge No. 112 

616 Graham Ave. • 715-835-8254  
2nd Tues., possible 4th Tues. 7 p.m. 

Dark July & Aug. 
 

Eau Claire 
George B. Wheeler Lodge No. 351 
616 Graham Ave. • 715-495-1620 

Meet 2nd & 4th Wed., Dinner 6 p.m., 
meet 7 p.m., Dark July & Aug. 

 
Eau Claire 

Sanctuary Lodge No. 347 
616 Graham Ave. • 715-318-1214 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Dark Maundy Thurs., July & August 

 
Edgerton 

Fulton Lodge No. 69 
312 W. Fulton St.• 608-884-4250 
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Ellsworth 
Hancock Lodge No. 229 

400 High Point Dr. • 715-273-4263 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Evansville 
Union Lodge No. 32 

705 Brown School Rd • 608-921-9907 
Meet 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Florence 
Hiram D. Fisher Lodge No. 222 

5143 N. Montgomery Lake Rd..  
906-396-7915  Meet 2nd Wed.,  

6:30 p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Fond du Lac  
Fond du Lac Lodge No. 26 

500 W. Arndt St. • 920-922-5800 
Meet 1st & 3rd  Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July and August 
 

Franklin 
South Shore Lodge No. 3 

9023 S. 27th St. • 414-761-6474  
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 pm 

Dark July & August 
 

Frederic 
Landmark Lodge No. 244 

109 United Way • 715-566-0350  
Meet 2nd & 4th Tues., Dinner 6 p.m., 

meeting 7 p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Friendship  
Quincy Lodge No. 71  

210 Main St. • 608-853-1768 (Sec.) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  

Dark January & February 
 

Galesville 
Decora Lodge No. 177 

231 S. Main St. • 608-539-5230 
Meets 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark July , Aug. & 1st Mon. in Sept.  
 

Green Bay 
Des Peres Lodge No. 85 

1950 Bond St. • 920-865-7637 
Meet 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Green Bay  
N.E.W. Daylite Lodge No. 360  
1950 Bond St. • 920-371-8441  

Meet 2nd Thursday, 10 a.m.  
Dark July & August 

 
Green Bay 

Theodore Roosevelt Lodge 322 
1950 Bond St. • 920-264-6177 

Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Dark July & Aug., www.roosevelt322.com 

 
Green Bay 

Washington Lodge No. 21 
1950 Bond St .• 920-499-7265 

Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Hartford  

Hartford Lodge No. 120 
147 N. Rural St. • 262-408-8564 
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Hayward 
Keystone Lodge No. 263 

10629 Main St. • 715-462-4363 (Sec) 
Meet 2nd Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Hustisford 
Rock River Lodge No. 108 
128 E. Anthony St., Hustisford  

920-349-3454 • 1st & 3rd Tues. 7p.m.  
Dark July & August 

 
Hudson 

St. Croix Lodge No. 56 
209 Locust Street • 715-377-0817 
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Iron River 
Ancient Landmark No. 210 

7575 West Mill St. • 715-372-4684 
1st Wed., 7 p.m., Meets All Year 

pat@samserv.net 
 

Iron River 
Barnes Lodge No. 365 

7575 West Mill St. • 715-372-5425  
Meet 2nd Tues. 7:00 p.m.   
Dark January & February 

 
Janesville 

Janesville-Western Star No. 55 
2322 E. Milwaukee St. • 608-752-3098 

Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Jefferson 

Jefferson County Lodge No. 9 
617 Masonic Blvd. • 920-674-6715 

Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Kenosha 

Kenosha Lodge No. 47 
115 56th St. •  262-287-9878 

Meet 2nd (dinner 5:30 p.m.) & 4th 
Tues., 7 p.m. Meets All Year 

 

Kenosha 
Unity Lodge No. 367 

4320 Washington Rd. • 262-657-5575 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark Dec.-Feb. 
 

La Crosse 
La Crosse Masonic Lodge No. 190 

118 8th Street So. • 608-782-1616 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

La Crosse 
Frontier-Badger Lodge No. 45 

118 S. 8th St. • 608-782-1616 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thurs., Dinner, 6 pm, 
Meeting 7 p.m. Dark July & August 

 
Ladysmith 

Mystic Tie Lodge No. 280 
705 E. 3rd St. N. • 715-532-7696 (Sec) 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Lake Geneva 
Geneva Lodge No. 44 

335 S. Lake Shore Dr. • 262-497-6322 
2nd & 4th  Tues., social and dinner 6 
p.m., meet 7 p.m. Dark July & Aug. 

 
Linden 

Linden Lodge No. 206 
618 Main St. • 608-623-2143 (Sec) 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Lodi 
Lodi Valley Lodge No  99 

114 First St. •  608-477-7102  
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Lone Rock 
Franklin Lodge No. 16 

227 S. Oak St. • 608-583-4303 (Sec) 
Meet 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 8 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Madison 
Commonwealth Lodge No. 325 
301 Wis. Ave. • 608-212-9053 (Sec.) 

3rd Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  
Meets All Year 

 
Madison 

Doric Lodge No. 356 
85 S. Stoughton Rd. •  608-241-4751  
(Sec), Meet 1st & 3rd Tues., 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Madison  
Hiram Lodge No. 50 

301 Wisconsin Ave. • 608-209-4312 
Meet 3rd Mondays, 7:30 p.m 

Dark 1st Mondays, July thru Sept. 
 

Madison 
Madison Lodge No. 5 

301 Wisconsin Ave. • 608-322-7028 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark 1st Thursday July & August 
 

Manawa 
Manawa Lodge No. 82 

520 N. Bridge St. • 920-596-2476 
Meet 2nd & 4th Mon., Dinner 6 p.m. 

Meeting 7 p.m., Meets All Year 
  

Manitowoc 
Manitowoc Lodge No. 65 

810 Chicago St. • 920-905-0344 (Sec) 
 Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Marinette 
Marinette Lodge No. 182 

1610 Main St. • 715-923-9397 
Meet 1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Marshfield 
Marshfield Lodge No. 224 

402 W. 4th  St. • 715-387-4957 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thurs., 6 p.m. social 

7 p.m. meeting. Meets All Year 
 

Medford 
Medford Lodge No. 217 

150 S. Seventh St. • 715-748-6909  
Meet 2nd Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Menomonee Falls 
Lincoln Lodge No. 183 

N86 W16856 Appleton Ave.• 414-640-
6569. Meet  2nd Tues., 7 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Menomonie 
Menomonie Lodge No. 164 

N5729 - 410th St. • 715-797-9094 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Mercer 
Hurley Lodge No. 237 

5189 N. Harper • 715-776-0710 
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 6:30 p.m. 

Dark December thru March 
 

Merrill 
Virginia Falls Lodge No. 226 

916½ E. Main St. • 715-536-0020 (Sec.) 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Merrillan 
Merrillan Lodge No. 279 

105 S. Main Street • 715-333-5643 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Dark January, February & March 

 
Middleton 

Four Lakes Daylite Lodge No. 362 
7409 Franklin Ave. • 608-831-8947 

Meets 1st Mon. - 2nd Mon. if 1st is holiday 
weekend., 10 a.m. Meets All Year 

 
Middleton 

Middleton-Ionic Lodge No. 180 
7409 Franklin Ave. • www.middle 

tonionic.org 1st & 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
608-444-0102, Dark July & August 

 
Milton 

Milton Lodge No. 161 
508 Vernal Avenue • 608-436-0098 

Meets 4th Tuesday, 7  p.m.  
Meets All Year  

 
Milwaukee 

Damascus Lodge No. 290 
1235 E. Howard Ave. DL290.org 

Meet 2nd Tues., 4 th Tues. Social, RSVP 6 
p.m. dinner - 7 p.m. meet. Meets All Year 

 
Milwaukee 

Day-lite Lodge No. 358 
3000 W. Wisconsin Ave., • 414-257-9450  
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 9:30 a.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Milwaukee 
Freemasons Lodge No. 363 

3000 W. Wisconsin Ave., • 414-659-5205 
1st Wed., 5:30 p.m. Degrees 4th Wed., 

5:30 p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Milwaukee 
Lake Lodge No. 189 

1235 E. Howard Ave. • 414-744-4609 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark on Holidays 
 

Milwaukee 
Milwaukee-Harmony No. 261 

4315 N. 92nd St. • 414-961-1133 
1st & 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.  

Dark July & August 
 

Milwaukee 
Nathan Hale Lodge No. 350 

3000 W. Wis. Ave. • 262-955-3621 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thurs., RSVP dinner 6 

p.m., meet at 7 p.m. Meets All Year 
 

Mineral Point  
Mineral Point Lodge No. 1  
304 High St.• 608-220-3408  

3rd Mon., Jan.-March, July-Sept. & Dec., 
1st & 3rd Mon., Apr.,-June, Oct.,-Dec.  

 
Minocqua 

Island City Lodge No. 330 
7529 Hwy 51 South • 715-892-2392 

Meet 1st Wed., 10 a.m., 3rd Wed., 7 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Mondovi 

Buffalo River Lodge No. 252  
245 S. Franklin • 715-797-3261 (Sec) 

Meet 2nd & 4th  Mondays, 7 p.m.  
Dark July & August 

 
Monroe 

Smith Lodge No. 31 
1613½ Tenth St. • 608-329-4641  

Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Dark  June & July & August 

 
Mukwonago 

Laflin-St. James Lodge No. 247 
206 S. Main St. • 262-470-8616 

Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Neenah/Menasha 
Twin Cities Lodge No. 61 

241 E. Wisconsin Ave. • 920-722-3611 
Meets 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Dark June - Aug. Open after Labor Day 
 

New Diggings 
Olive Branch Lodge No. 6 

26750 Cty. Rd. W • 608-965-3122  
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

New Glarus 
New Glarus Lodge No. 310 

207 6th Avenue • 608-527-2583 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark June, July & August 
 

New Holstein 
Calumet Lodge No. 172 

2019 Washington St.• 920-257-3885  
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

New Richmond 
New Richmond Lodge No. 195 
119 E. 2nd  St. • 715-246-2144 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark June, July & August 
 

Oconomowoc 
Lake Country Freemasons Lodge No. 42 
2911 N. Dousman Rd., Oconomowoc 
262-367-2309 • Meet 1st & 3rd Wed.,  
7 p.m., Dark 1st Wed., July & Aug. 

 
Oconto  

Pine Lodge No. 188  
513 Superior Ave. •  920-604-2826 

Meet 2nd Monday, 7 p.m.  
Dark December & January 

 
Oconto Falls  

Oconto Falls Lodge No. 293 
170 N. Washington St. • 920-373-5747 
Meet 1st Mon., Sept. 2nd Mon., 7 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Omro 
Omro Lodge No. 168 

160 E. Main Street • 920-685-2798 
Meet 2nd Monday, 7 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Onalaska 
Onalaska Lodge No. 214 

330 Main Street • 608-783-2652 (Sec)  
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
2nd Thurs. only, July, Aug. Nov. & Dec. 

 
Oregon 

Oregon Lodge No. 151 
201 Park St. • 608-444-0074 (Sec) 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Oshkosh 
Oshkosh Lodge No. 27 

204 Washington Ave. • 920-385-1034 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Owen 
Owen Lodge No. 317 

713 W. Third St. • 715-229-2798 (Sec.) 
Meets 1st Mon., 7:30 p.m. & 3rd Mon. at 
11 a.m., July & Aug. 3rd Mon. at 11 a.m.  

 
Phillips 

Phillips Lodge No. 225 
137 N. Lake Ave.•715-762-4043, 7:30 p.m.  
1st Mon., Dec- Feb..; 1st & 3rd Mon. Mar.-
May, Oct. & Nov.; 3rd Mon., June-Sept. 

 
Platteville  

Melody Lodge No. 2 
783 Enterprise Drive • 608-732-8625 

Meet 1st Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Plymouth 

Cassia Lodge No. 167 
441 Smith St. • 920-892-6336 

Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Portage 

Fort Winnebago Lodge No. 33 
111 W. Conant Street • 608-334-6681 

Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 7:30 p.m. 
Dark January & February 

 
Port Washington 
Ozaukee Lodge No. 17 

504 W. Grand Ave. • 262-366-1445 
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Potosi 
Warren Lodge No. 4 

112 S. Main St. • 608-763-2221 (Sec) 
Meets 1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Prairie du Chien 
Prairie du Chien Lodge No. 8 

107½  E. Blackhawk Avenue  
608-326-4640 (Sec) • Meet 1st & 3rd 

Wed., 7:30 p.m.  •  Meets All Year  
 

Prescott 
Northwestern Lodge No. 105 

132 N. Court St. • 651-210-4408 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Racine 
Racine-Belle City Lodge No. 18 

1012 Main St. • 262-633-6658 
Meets 1st Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Reedsburg 
Reedsburg Lodge No. 79 

213 E. Main  St. • 608-524-1390 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thurs., 7:30 p.m.  

www.reedsburglodge79.org 

Lodge Listings are continued on page 19
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Stated Communication 
(continued from page 18)

Rhinelander 
Rhinelander Lodge No. 242 

23 E. Davenport St. • 715-362-3080   
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Rice Lake 
Blue Hills Lodge No. 234 

225 W. South St. • 715-495-2374  
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Richland Center 
Richland Lodge No. 66 

290 W. Union St. • 608-553-1418 (Sec) 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Ripon 
Prairie View Lodge No. 95 

W14188 County Rd. KK. • 920-229-6204  
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark 4th Tues. Nov. & Dec., 2nd Tues. Jan. 
 

River Falls 
River Falls Lodge No. 109 

122 E. Walnut St. • 715-222-3939 (Sec.) 
Meet 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

3rd Tuesday only July & August 
 

Sheboygan 
Sheboygan Lodge No. 11 

411 St. Clair Ave. • 920-718-1986 (Sec.) 
Meet 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Shell Lake 
Shell Lake /Spooner Lodge No. 221 

28 Doboy Drive • 715-296-3638  
Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Shullsburg 
Amicitia Lodge No. 25 

127½ Water St. • 608-963-5951 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Sparta 
Valley Lodge No. 60 

603 N. Court St. • 608-269-2616 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Star Prairie 
North Star Lodge No. 187 

207 Bridge St. • 715-246-6258 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark June, July & August 
 

Stevens Point 
Evergreen Lodge No. 93  

1756 Dixon St. • 715-344-7539, 
715-572-3981, Meet 1st & 3rd Tues.,  

7 p.m., Meets All Year 
 

Stoughton 
Kegonsa Lodge No. 73  

125 S. 5th St. • 608-279-4299 
 Meet 1st Tues., 7 p.m.  

Dark July & August 
 

Sturgeon Bay  
Henry S. Baird Lodge No. 174 
31 S. 3rd Ave. • 920-493-3727 

Meet 2nd & 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.  
Dark July & August 

 
Sun Prairie 

Sun Prairie Lodge No. 143 
Call Sec. for Meeting Location • 608-770-

2018 Meet 1st & 3rd Mon., 7 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Superior  

Acacia-Itasca Lodge No. 329 
3117 N. 21 St .• 218-590-2754 (Sec.) 

Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Superior  

Superior Lodge No. 236 
1503 Belknap St .• 218-590-0537  

Meet 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
Meets All Year 

 
Tomah 

Tomah Lodge No. 132 
520 E. Saratoga Street • 608-372-5507 

Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Union Grove  

Union Grove Lodge No. 288  
1021 – 11th Ave. • 262-878-1494  

Meet 3rd Saturday, 8:30 a.m.  
Meets All Year 

 
Waterloo 

Waterloo Lodge No. 63  
300 Hendricks St.. • 920-478-2800  
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.  

Meets All Year 
 

Waukesha 
Waukesha Lodge No. 37 

317 South Street • 262-701-7037 
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Waupaca 
Waupaca Lodge No. 123 

105½ N. Main Street • 715-258-6198  
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

Dark June, July & August 
 

Waupun 
Waupun Lodge No. 48 

16 S. Madison St. • 920-324-3141 
Meets 1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

Wausau  
Forest Lodge No. 130  

916½  E. Main, Merrill, WI • 715-298-6002 
Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7 p.m.  

Dark June, July & August 
 

Wautoma 
Wautoma Lodge No. 148 

203 S. Scott St. • 920-765-2495 (Sec.) 
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Dark Jan. and Feb. 
 

Wauwatosa  
Henry L. Palmer Lodge No. 301  
4315 N. 92nd St. • 262-424-6993 

4th Fri., 6 p.m. dinner, 7 p.m. meeting 
 Meets All Year 

 
Wauwatosa  

James M. Hays Lodge No. 331  
4315 N. 92nd St. • 414-349-7650  

1st Monday, 6:30 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

 
Wauwatosa  

Wisconsin Lodge No. 13  
4315 N. 92nd St. • 262-939-2985 (Sec)  
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.  

Dark June & July 
 

West Allis 
Wauwatosa Lodge No. 267 

7515 W. National Ave. • 262-662-9934 
Meet 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
 

West Bend 
West Bend Lodge No. 138 

301 N. University Dr. • 262-323-6532 
Meet 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

West Salem 
Salem Lodge No. 125 

101 W. Hamilton St. • 608-786-0930 (Sec) 
Meets 4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

Dark July & August 
  

Whitefish Bay   
Aurora Lodge No. 30 

517 E. Beaumont Ave. • 414-422-0669   
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.  

Dark July & August 
 

Whitefish Bay 
Geo. Washington 1776 Lodge No. 337 
517 E. Beaumont Ave. • 414-979-1776 

Meet 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Dark July & August 

  
Whitewater 

St. John’s Whitewater-Palmyra No. 57 
226 W. Main Street •  262-510-1049 
Meet 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 p.m. 

Meets All Year 
 

Wilmot  
Wilmot Lodge No. 241 

30702 113th St. • 847-774-0013 
Meet 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

Dark 4th Tuesday July & August 
 

Winneconne 
Winneconne Lodge No. 186 

100  N. 1st Street • 608-219-6935 (Sec)  
Meet 2nd  & 4th Tues., 7  p.m. 

Dark Dec., Jan. and Feb. 
 

Wisconsin Dells 
Dells Lodge No. 124 

815 Oak St. • 608-254-7012  
Meet 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.  

Dark January & February 
 

Wisconsin Rapids  
Wisconsin Rapids Lodge No. 128 
2321 2nd Ave. So. • 715-421-9669 

Meet 1st & 3rd Wed., 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. 
meeting, Dark July & August 

 
Silas H. Shepherd  

Lodge of Research No. 1843  
Oconomowoc • 262-391-5716 

2nd Saturday • March, June, Sept., Dec.  
Call for meeting location

 
To list your lodge contact 

Diane Igl, 
diane@wisc-freemasonry.org 

262-965-3979

From February 19-23, 2022, Milwaukee will serve as the host of the 2022 Conference 
of Grand Masters of North America (COGMNA). This yearly conference rotates lo-
cations around the United States, Canada and Mexico -- it's the largest gathering of 
Grand Masters in the world and attracts nearly one thousand Masons and guests from 
all 50 states and around the globe. While the conference and most of the dinners will 
take place at the Pfister Hotel, attendees will have opportunities to tour local sights and 
travel to places around Milwaukee for planned events that will help make their experience 
here more enjoyable.  
This presents us, as Wisconsin Masons, with a unique opportunity to showcase our great 
state to the world. Our theme will be "Wisconsin Gemütlichkeit" - which is a German 
word used to describe a feeling of warmth, friendliness, and good cheer; in other words, 
what Wisconsin is all about!  
Over the course of the conference, we aim to show all of our distinguished guests that 
feeling of welcomeness and warmth -- and that's where we need your help. As the plan-
ning committee continues to work on logistics, tours, dinners, and hospitality events, 
we've realized that we are going to need a lot of volunteers to help convey that warm 
Wisconsin welcome.   
By volunteering, you will essentially have a free "all access pass" to this event. This 
is a tremendous opportunity to meet Grand Masters and Brothers from all over the 
world.   
We will need volunteers to welcome and greet guests and guide them in the right direc-
tion, scan tickets for events, and generally help everyone feel welcomed and be in good 
cheer. These are volunteer opportunities for Masons and non-Masons alike, so this is 
also a great opportunity to invite your wife, friends, or someone who may be interested 
in Masonry to join you! Additionally, for those from outside the greater Milwaukee area: 
if you are able to volunteer multiple days, we will absolutely work to secure you overnight 
accommodations in Milwaukee.   
If you are interested in helping out or have any questions, please contact Bro. Jeff Schoen-
feldt at peshtigofire@yahoo.com. Thank you -- danke und prost! 

Volunteers 
Needed!

Themes from page 5

request of every Mason. If one 
were asked to sum up the mean-
ing of Masonry in one word, the 
only word equal to the task is 
'Light!' From its first lesson to its 
last lecture, in every degree and 
every symbol, the mission of Ma-
sonry is to bring the light of God 
into the life of man. It has no 
other aim, knowing that when the 
light shines, the truth will be re-
vealed."8 
 
"The whole meaning of initiation 
of course, is an analogy of the 
birth, awakening, and growth of 
the soul, its discovery of the pur-
pose of life, and the nature of the 
world in which it is to be lived. 
The lodge is the world as it was 
thought to be in the olden time 
with its square surface and canopy 
of sky, its dark North, and its ra-
diant East, its center an altar of 
obligation and prayer. The initia-
tion, by the same token, is our ad-
vent from the darkness of prenatal 
gloom into the light of moral truth 
and spiritual faith, out of lonely 
isolation into a network of fellow-
ships and relationships, out of a 
merely physical into a human and 
moral order."9  
This is the foundation of the "good 
gang" I have joined. The mission, 
theme, and work of it all lead to 
greater light, more knowledge, 
goodness, and peace among men. 
That kind of vision that we dream 
is something worth living for, par-
ticipating in, and enjoying - good 
brotherhood, fellowship, and 
working together.  
End notes 
 1 Joseph Fort Newton, "For the 
Good of the Order," Short Talk 

Bulletin, December, 1923: 10. 
 2 The Short Talk Bulletin, "What-
--?", May, 1925: 2-3 
 3 The Short Talk Bulletin, Febru-
ary, 1927: 3-4 
 4 Ill. Frederic H. Stevens, 33° 
"The Better Life," The Short Talk 
Bulletin, October, 1976: 3 
 5 Ill. Brother Aemil Pouler, 33° 
"Freemasonry and the Future," 
The Short Talk Bulletin, Septem-
ber, 1975: 6 
 6 Conrad Hahn, "Planning for 
Spiritual Growth," The Short Talk 
Bulletin, October, 1974: 3 
 7 The Short Talk Bulletin, Octo-
ber, 1927: 3 
 8 The Short Talk Bulletin, Octo-
ber, 1927: 3. Cf. The Short Talk 
Bulletin, "The Challenge of 
Freemasonry," (August, 1974: 3) 
- "Man has an instinctive aware-
ness of higher things, and aspires 
to attain them. If life is to have any 
depth of meaning or richness, it 
must operate not only on this hor-
izontal plane, but also in a vertical 
plane." See also The Short Talk 
Bulletin, "The Altar," (February, 
1924: 4), "In all religions of An-
tiquity, and especially among the 
peoples who worshipped the 
Light, it was the usage of both 
priests and people to pass around 
the Altar, following the course of 
the sun - from the East, by way of 
the South, to the West - singing 
hymns of praise as part of their 
worship. Their ritual was thus an 
allegorical picture of the truth 
which underlies all religion - that 
man must live on earth in har-
mony with the rhythm and move-
ment of heaven." 
 9 The Short Talk Bulletin, No-
vember, 1923: 2. 
Sir Knight Kerry A. Shirts is a 
member of Eagle Rock Lodge No. 
19 in Idaho Falls, Idaho and of 
Idaho Falls Commandry No. 6.  

Attend and Support Your Lodge!

Grand Lodge 
F. & A.M. of 
Wisconsin 

Square 
Store

Visit the
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Make a Donation to Operation Freedom

Credit or debit card: 
Visit http://bit.ly/GIVEto3P 
Select “Operation Freedom 
Fund” from the “Designa-
tion” dropdown box  
or  
visit the Our Community tab 
at www.lakecountryfreema 
sonslodge42.org  

   Operation Freedom, a partnership between Lake Country 
Freemasons Lodge No. 42, Three Pillars Senior Living Communi-
ties and Stars and Stripes Honor Flight, seeks to accomplish a 
twofold goal: to ensure every eligible veteran who resides at Three 
Pillars Senior Living Communities will travel on a flight, and that 
each of their travel companion “guardians” will fly at no cost. 

Check: 
Make payable to “Wisconsin 
Masonic Home – Operation 
Freedom” and mail to:  
Operation Freedom 
c/o Three Pillars Senior Living 
Communities 
375 State Road 67 
Dousman, WI 53118

Introducing Keystone Chapter, Wisconsin Widow’s 
Sons Masonic Riders Association! 

     We are all Master Masons and we all enjoy the sport of motorcycle riding! Are you a Master Mason? 
Do you enjoy the sport of motorcycle riding? Come Join Us!  We use our shared common interest in mo-
torcycles to create more social opportunities to spend time with our Brothers.  And while we are having 
fun riding we help raise money for our dedicated charity of Widows and Orphans, donating to local non-
profits that we feel help our communities the most. 
 
      My Brothers we believe that Freemasonry and the Motorcycle Community have much in common 
and in many cases work for common causes. We believe that together we can do more for our commu-
nities!  
 
The objectives of the WI WSMRA Keystone Chapter are: 
  -To Promote Freemasonry in the Motorcycle Community. 
  -To Promote the sport of Motorcycling within Freemasonry. 
  -To Support the Widows and Orphans of our Brethren. 
  -To Provide a social opportunity for Master Masons who enjoy the sport of motorcycle riding. 
 
        All members of Widows Sons must be a Master Mason or petitioner recognized by the Grand 
Lodge of Wisconsin F. & A.M.  Members of WI WSMRA shall follow the bylaws and Masonic Code 
of Conduct of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin F. & A. M., and the Blue Lodge to which they are mem-
bers. 
        No Widows Sons Member shall wear “support” attire for any other motorcycle club, organization, 
or association while wearing Widows Sons attire.  All Patches, pins and other attire should always be in 
the spirit of good Freemasonry, sensitive as to not bring offense or distress to your Brethren, or disgrace 
the fraternity. Keystone Chapter WI WSMRA reserves the right to ask for the removal of patches or 
pins it finds offensive or questionable.  
       In closing, we are all Master Masons who find fun and fellowship in riding motorcycles. If you want 
to have fun riding motorcycles with your Brothers, reach out to us!  This is an open invitation to any Wis-
consin Mason to come check us out or petition to join our Chapter, we would love to include you! 
Brethren, it is my pleasure to present to you, the Keystone Chapter of Wisconsin Widows Son’s Masonic 
Riders Association! 
 
Faith in God, Hope in Immortality, Charity for All. 
 
Bro. Daniel VanDenBerg                                             Bro. Terry McShane 
Secretary, Keystone Chapter                                             President, Keystone Chapter 
Worshipful Master, Marshfield No. 224                                       Wisc. Rapids Lodge No. 128 
715-897-2114 715-697-9080 
Vberg84@gmail.com 

Help Us Identify Brothers  
Accomplishing Great Things
   For generations Freemasonry 
has attracted the best men of their 
generation. We have had men of 
government, science and the arts. 
Men who have been explorers, 
warriors, and leaders. I have heard 
it asked, “Where are these men 
today? Why aren’t we attracting 
this type of man like we used to?” 
The answer to these questions lies 
in the type of man Masonry brings 
in. In one word, “humility.”  
   Today we have Masons working 
in our State Capital and other 
seats of government. We have 
men working in Universities, labs, 
and in the fields furthering the sci-

ences. We have Brothers who 
have accomplished great things in 
sports. Our Brothers are pub-
lished authors and talented musi-
cians. Many men in our ranks 
have defended this country with 
military distinction. We do not 
hear of them because most are 
simply too humble to talk about 
themselves.  
   In future editions of the Wiscon-
sin Masonic Journal we would like 
to highlight those men. These are 
men of exemplary feats outside of 
Masonry. Men we sit in lodge 
with, on the level, but have done 
or are doing great things. If you 

 Did you know: 
 
  • Over 14 million people in the 
      United States are Living with 
      Heart Disease  
  • Cardiovascular Disease is the num- 
      ber one killer of women in the 
      United States  
  • 82% of Coronary Artery Disease 
      deaths occur in people aged 65 or 
      older and the leading cause of premature and permanent disability 
      from work  
  • 1.5 million people have a heart attack every year in the United 
      States 
 
While at the same time, the Masonic Medical Research Institute:  
  • Is one of the top genetic screening centers in the world dedicated to 
       helping patients with cardiac disease  
  • Discovered numerous mutations responsible for Long QT syn- 
       drome, a life-threatening cardiac arrhythmia syndrome that first 
       affects children in their teenage years  
  • Collaborates with leading pharmaceutical and biotechnology com- 
       panies such as Gilead Sciences, AstraZeneca and Merck to iden- 
       tify drugs that may pose a danger to society and to facilitate FDA 
       approval of new and effective drugs to treat heart disease.    
  • Discovered many of the mechanisms responsible for abnormal 
       rhythms of the heart which lead to sudden cardiac deaths 
 
All of this, and more are reasons that the Cardiac Research Center, a part 
of the Masonic Medical Research Institute needs our support.  Federal 
support for basic science research is diminishing, and the need to continue 
the groundbreaking efforts of the Center are great.   
 
Please consider making a contribution from your Lodge to fund this im-
portant research.  You could be assisting in saving the life of a family 
member, friend, stranger or member of the Masonic Family. 
 
Every dollar (up to $5000) will be matched by the Wisconsin Masonic 
Foundation’s Medical Fund, working towards our goal of contributing 
$10,000 annually.  Consider a fund raiser for this event.  Promotional ma-
terials are available by calling Erika in the Development Office at: 262-
965-2200, ext. 831. 
 
Help the Wisconsin Masonic Foundation Medical Fund extend its mis-
sion to this important program.

Quincy and Adams Lodges consolidate
In the spirit of true Brotherly Love and unity the Brothers of the Quincy Lodge No. 71 and Adams Lodge 
No. 332 unanimously voted to consolidate their lodges. The new Lodge Quincy Adams No. 71 will not 
only provide financial security but a broader Masonic footprint in the Adams and Friendship communities 
as activity plans take shape. The new lodge stated communications will be held on the 1st and 3rd. Tues-
days and will go dark in January and February. 
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know of a Brother of great ac-
complishment, heroic stature, or 
just plain interesting please con-
tact Dave Ritchie 608-482-3553 
or dave.ritchie@wimasons.org.  
Thanks. Let’s highlight these 
humble men amongst us. 
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Support Our  
Masonic Youth Groups!

Dear Brethren,  
The Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, Shriners Inter-
national, and the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction proudly an-
nounce a historic coming together of our organizations in the  
joint sponsorship of BeAFreemason.org. 
 
More than just a website, BeAFreemason.org is dedicated to ex-
plaining just who Freemasons are, and what we stand for. It 
serves as a guide for men looking to understand the truths of our 
craft and the rewards of our brotherhood. It is a place where in-
formation about Freemasonry is accurate, visually compelling, 
and aspirational.    
Central to the site is a powerful referral mechanism that links 
men interested in joining to Grand Lodge membership contacts 
in states and provinces throughout North America. We hope you 
too will help spread the word far and wide by sharing the site 
with friends, family, and other good men you know.   
A Historic Partnership  
The Scottish Rite, NMJ, Shriners International, and the Scottish 
Rite, SJ, have united in purpose and in service to the craft.  As 
we open our plans to Grand Lodges across North America there 
is no doubt that, together, we can achieve the extraordinary and 
continue to share Freemasonry with the world.  
The work we have embarked on circles us back to the place 
where we have always been strong. The noble place where we 
help a man declare to the world, I am not just a man. I am a 
Mason.

Fraternally,  
 
David A. Glattly, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 
Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
 
Jeffrey L. Sowder 
Imperial Potentate 
Shriners International 
 
James D. Cole, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction                        Submitted by Bro. Gary Beier, Executive Director Wisconsin Masonic Foundation

Go to Smile.Amazon.com and Support 
Your Wisconsin Masonic Foundation

Lake Lodge Ashlar Awards
Congratulations to Lake Lodge No. 189 Master Jeremy Hilgendorf 
(left) and Junior Warden Grant Walden (right) for their mentoring of 
Junior Steward Andrew Martins. Because of their efforts they were 
awarded the Ashlar Awards. 
                                                                             District 12 Weekly Update

J. C. Penney, Master Mason

James C. Penney  
1875-1971

     In recent months, media ac-
counts have covered the ongoing 
news related to the filing of bank-
ruptcy of the J.C. Penney stores 
around the country, which have 
been in business for more than 
118 years. For us, it is a good 
time to focus on the Mason who 
was founder of that company. 
      James Cash Penney was born 
in 1875 in Hamilton, Missouri. 
His first paying job there was in a 
general store, where at the age of 
20, he worked for $2.27 a 
month. 
      According  to  a  story  about 
him in the August, 1992, Scottish 
Rite Journal, Brother Penney 
"was successful because of his 
basic philosophy in dealing with 
people and the principle of the 
Golden Rule, which was ingrained 
in him as a young boy by his fa-
ther, a small-town minister." 
      He  later  moved  to  Denver, 
where his first attempt at business 
failed when he refused to provide 
one of the best customers of his 
meat market with a bottle of 
whiskey each week as a bribe. 
Later, while working in a 
department store in Wyoming, he 
turned down an offer for twice his 
pay to run a store for a competitor 
because he did not want to com-
pete with his old boss. 
    Penney's  real  opportunity 
emerged when he became a part-
ner in a new store in Kemmerer, 
Wyoming. By 1907, when he was 
32 years old, he was a partner in 
three stores there, and later took 
another opportunity to become 
sole owner for $30,000. He 

called his enterprises The Golden 
Rule Stores. His chain of stores 
grew, and within three years, he 
had 14 stores. 
     Because  other  stores  had 
taken the name The Golden Rule, 
he changed the name of his chain 
to the J.C. Penney Company. 
     Penney's entire business phi-
losophy was based on fairness to 
the customer. He was determined 
to provide the best value for the 
dollar, offer intelligent and helpful 
service, and charge only enough 
to make a fair profit.The number 
of Penney stores jumped from 48 
in 1914 to almost 1,400 in 1929. 
Penney always wanted his stores 
closed on Sundays, so his employ-
ees could go to church. 
    When  the  stock  market 
crashed in 1929 he lost nearly 
$40 million. Undaunted, he went 
to work rebuilding, and within 
three years, he was on his way to 
success again. Once again, Pen-
ney and his chain of stores pros-
pered. He began writing, 
lecturing, and devoting more and 
more time to humanitarian proj-
ects and philanthropies. In 1940, 
during a visit to a store in Des 
Moines, Iowa, he trained a young 
man named Sam Walton on how 
to wrap packages with a minimal 
amount of paper and ribbon. 
      He  died  in  1971.  The Rev-
erend, Brother, and Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale delivered the eulogy 
at the funeral. 
      J. C. Penney became a mem-
ber of Wasatch Lodge in Salt Lake 
City, in 1911, and later a dual 
member of United Services Lodge 

in New York. In 1958, he re-
ceived a Gold Distinguished Serv-
ice Award from Royal Arch 
Masonry and in 1945 became a 
33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason. 
He typically wore a large Masonic 
ring showing his pride of being a 
member. 
      Brother  Penney  did  not  like 
the word "employee," preferring 
to treat everyone as a partner, and 
calling each "an associate." He de-
voted himself to treating them as 
he would want to be treated were 
the situations reversed. He put the 
Golden Rule into action and suc-
cess. 

The Masonic Service Assosiation of 
North America 

Emessay Notes

   Provide an extra fuzzy passen-
ger in patrol cars or other emer-
gency vehicles with a donation 
by your lodge of Square Bears. 
The goal is to provide comfort 
to children suffering from a 
traumatic event. Police meet 
children daily who are coping 
from a recent car accident or 
the arrest of a loved one. A gift 
of a stuffed animal can provide 
them with a level of comfort. 

Visit the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin Square Store at  
www.wisc-freemasonry.org.

Masonic 
Square Bears 


